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LESLIE'S RETREAT:

OR THE

RESISTANCE TO BRITISII ARMS,
AT THE NORTH BRIDGE IN SALEM,

* ON SUNDAY, P. M., FEBRUARY 26 1775.
— iy f— - -

[Note. Irismuch toberegratted, that antiquarian resenrch, had not
heen directed to thisaffair, before the principal actors in the scene were
gathered to their fathers. Before the task was undertaken by any one,
the twilight of uncertainty had cast its shadows over a Iarge portion of
the incidents connected with it, and the night of forgetfulness, we have
reason to conclade, had also shrouded mamy in total oblivion, The
fragments spnred by the hand of time, heside the very imperfect
secounts published at the period, are now only met. with in tradition
or upon the trembling lips of extremo old age, which

4 Telie whnt 1t koows, as if it knew it not,
Amd whot it remembers, seems to have forgot,”

The following sccount however is believed to embrace all the
principal facta in the cnse; and we have endeavored to cull from the
mateorials in our poesession such as appenred the most anthentie and
reliable ; and to avoid as much ns possible drawing upon the imagina-
tion of others, or of our own, at the risk of making the account tame
and uninteresting,.|

““ PRO ARIS ET FOC13."

SALEM, the mother of the Massachusetts Colony, and the
oldest town, save Plymouth, within the present jurisdiction of
the commonwealth, was rich in historical interest long before
the period of the American Revolution. In her soil were
imprinted the first footsteps of the Massachusetts Colony. She



2

was the first to receive upon her shores, o few persecuted and
care worn cmigrants, the arant couricrs of liberty, from the
far off British Isle, voluntary cxiles from the civilized world,
bent upon the accomplishment of a noble enterprise, but without
home or shelter where to recruit their exhausted strength after
the usual privations and sufferings experienced by Jandsmen on
a protracted sea voyage. JHere, amid the solitude of the pri-
meval forests, were heard the first sounds of civilized life in the
colony. Here, upon the skirts of the same dark and forbidding
forests, and in fearful proxzimity to their remorseless tenants,
were seen slowly rising the first rude log cabins and mud
. hovels of the settlers, scarcely deserving the name of human
habitations, being inferior in many respects to the wigwams of
the native savages.

*« Their brown log hute peered rudely forth,
Mid copse and thicket gray ;

With fragile tents, that scarcely kept
The mocking storms at bay.”

Here were planted the first cornfields, and Aere were made the
first graves. Here famine and pestilent disease stalked abroad
at noon day, numbering among their victims, during the first
winter, nearly one half the entire population. Beneath her
soil repose the sainted remains of the Lady Arbella, and the
pious and godlike Higginson. Here was established the first
independent church, the mother of ull the congregational
churches in New England, and here was organized the firat
civil and ecclesiastical government in the ‘" Mattachusetts.”
Here, the bold, excentrie, persecuted Roger Williams, sustained
by the people of Salem, stood manfully forth in defence of his
peculiar viewe of religious freedom and liberty of conscience.
Here the enorgetic, ill-fated Hugh Peters, ** reasoned of right-
eousness, temperance and judgment to come,” while the neigh-
boring hills resounded with the glad tidings of the gospel.*
Here the eholeric magistrate flourished aloft his trusty rapier,
and regardless of personal consequences, struck the first blow
in defiance of Royal authority, by cutting the offending cross
from the King's colours.

* Hig first sermon here was preached at Epon, now Wenham, but
then a part of Salem. The place of his preaching was on a hill which
overlooked o spacious pond.—Felt’s Annals.
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At a subsequent period it was /fere that dire delusion,
witcheraft, with all its train of mournful consequences, filling
so dark a page in New England history, first developed itself.
Salem, it is true, enjoys no emviable notoriety frem this
circumatance, yet it serves to strengthen the interest created by
other facts, in her early history.

Dropping down nearly another century of time, we find her
entering with her whole beart and soul into the issue then
pending with the mother country, and furnishing her full share
of the interesting incidents which distinguished the first dawning
of the American Revolution. Here too we claim, the first blow
was struck in the war of independence, by open resistance to
both the civil and military power of the mother country;
comparatively bloodless, it is true, but not the less firm and
decided. All the events of that eventful period have long since
become matters of history, and comparatively nothing can now
be added to the facts already elicited by the historian. But of
individual deeds of heroic valor and reckless daring, which
distinguished our fathers in that fearful struggle, the ghulf has
never yet been written. Scarcely an octogenarian i3 now met
with, who cannot tell a thrilling tale of the adventures 'of »
father or brother, the bare recital of which, even at this distance
of time, will ¢‘chill the blood and harrow wup the soul’”” The
opportunities to gather up the fragmentary and yet wnwritten
incidents in the lives of those brave men are becoming every
day more rare, and ere long will have passed away forever.
The grave is fast closing over the few remaining actors in those
scenes. How many interesting facts will thus soon be lost to
history, despite all the efforts to elicit and preserve them !

For a better understanding of the event in all its bearings,
which we propose to relate, let us look for a moment at the
situation of the country at that time, and for 2 few years
antecedent ; and also at the state of feeling of the inbabitants of
Salem, consequent thereupon :—

The disputes between Great Britain and her American
Colonies had been carried on with little or no intermission for
a period of ten years. The most prominent and execiting of
these disgutea, was the right claimed by England to tax the
colonies for the benefit of the British treasury. It had been at
times agitated in Parliament for upwards of twenty-five years,
In 1739, a scheme for this purpose was opposed by Sir Robert
Walpole, then the Prime minister. At length in the spring of
1765 the Parliament, having previously levied duties on all
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goods hwported into the colunies from such of the West India
[slands as did not belong to Great Britain; made the first move
in the hazardous game, on the issue of which were staked the
destinies of the American people by the passage of the odious
stamp act. When the news of this fact reached the colonies, it
produced the utmost commotion. In Boston, the bells of the
churches were first muflled, and then made to send forth the
most solemn peals. This was succeeded by outbreaks of the
people, in which the officers of the crown were severely lhiandled
and their property in several instances destroyed. Salem shared
with other towns in their detestation of this measure, but no
violence was committed here. She contented Lerself with pro-
testing against it in the Legislature, as ** very injurious to lib-
erty, since we are therein taxed without our consent, having no
representation in Parliament.”

This act was, however, rendered entirely inoperative by the
resigtance of the Colonies, and after its repeal, the calm of a
few months, which followed, was again disturbed by the passage
of the revenue act of 1767, which imposed heavy duties on
glass, paper, painter’s colors, and teas. The colonies at once
resolved to abstain from the use of all foreign commodities as
far as possible. By this step the imports from Great Britain
in one year were decressed in amount rearly four milliens of
dollars, and the revenme from America decreased from five
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to one hundred and fifty.
Salem was among the foremost to declare in favor of this policy.
Massachusetts issued a circular to the other colonies denounc-
ing this oppressive measure, which on .being desired by the
King through the Royal Governor to rescind, the House by a
vote of 92 to 17 refused to obey him. These were called the
¢ glorious 92, and “infamous 17.” Salem, indignant that
her two representatives had voted with the minority, called a
town meeting and passed a vote of thanks to the majority, in
the following words :—* Voted, that the said town do thank the
Hon. House for their firmness and resolution shown in main-
taining our just rights and liberties.”* The places of the gen-
tlemen who had thus voted with the minority were the next year
filled by others more friendly to the cause of liberty.t On{y a
kind of truce followed the partial repeal of that act in 1770,

* Essex (lazctie files, Augpust 2, 1768
t Richard Derby, jr. and Jolin Pickering, jr.

il
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the duty on teas being still reserved. This exception was
made by Great Britain to show the colonies that she did not
relinquish tke principle, that she possessed the right to tax
them, This scheme so far from appeasmg the colonists served
only to keep alive their jealousy. Throughout the country the
use of tes was not only strictly prohibited, but destroyed wher-
cver found or exposed for sale. In Salem a quantity was, on
one occasion, taken from a store, strewed about the streets, and
the package, which had contained it, ignominiously consigned to
the public whipping post. Bonfires, to the no small amuse-
went of the children, were also not unfrequently made of it.
An ootogenarian, now living, relates that he can vwidlﬁ remem-
ber the burning of a quantity in Court street, in which the late
Walter Price Bartlett took u leading part. He was passing a
store, in front of which he observed a collection of combustibles,
when he saw a gentleman handsomely drassed, with a determin-
ed look and face the color of crimson, bring out in his arms a
package of the odious tea, place it upon the pile and ignite the
mass with his own hands. This he afterwards learned was
Mr. Bartlett. Three hundred and sixty of her citizens, mostly
heads of families, immediately signed an agreement to abstain
from the use of this herb, and these were afterwards joined b

several others.* Finally, the desiruction of a quantity of this
article in Boston harbor, in December, 1773, was followed by
an act of Farliament to close the Port of Boston and remove
the Custom House and its dependencies to Salem. This was
known as the Boston Port Bill. It was supported by the
Lords Manstfield, Gower, Littleton, Weymouth and Suffolk;
and was opposed by the Dukes of Richmond and Manchester,
the Marguis of Rockingham, Lord Campden, and the Earls of
Shelburne, Temple and Stairs. The debates were long and
warm. A measure of such deep aggression towards Boston,
the principal seaport of Masgachuseits, called forth the indigna-
tion of all the other colonies who sympathised deeply with her
on the occasion. Salem, on whose interests this measure was
calcalated to have a favorable influence by directing the course
of trade to her port, possessed too much magnanimity to raise
her fortune on the ruin of her suffering neighbors, and at a
town meeting in May, 1774, she voted that in her opinion, *if
the colonies would stop all exports to, and imports from Great

* Fssex Guzette files, May 8, 1770
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Britain and her West India Islands, until the act for closing,
the port of Boston is repesled, the same would prove the salva-
tion of North America and her liberties.”” The right to refuse
and resist parliamentary taxation was the universal conviction
throughout the country. The more the people thought, read
or refiected, the more they were convinced of its injustice.
The ruling powers of Great Britain, on their part, insisted up-
on the right to demand and enforce submission to it. A stand-
ing army was in consequence stationed in Massachusetts, at the
sight of which the people felt insulted,—aye,—degraded, and
every feeling of patriotism and manhood revolted.*

The next aggressive measure of the Parliament, which pas-
sed both bodies by large majorities, was an ** Act for the better
regulating of the government of the Province of Massachusetts
Bay.” This step, taken in the mere wantonness of tyranny,
appeared the concentration of every thing, which malevolence
could invent to degrade and oppress the children of the
soil. By it the whole executive government was taken out of
the hands of the people. The Royal Governor was clothed
with supreme power, and his council was to be appointed by the
crown. The Governor could appoint and remove the judges of
the several courts of justice and all other officers, thereunto
appertaining. Nothing could be expected from men holding
situations during the pleasure of the Governor, hut to be the
ready instruments of arbitrary power. Town meetings of the
inhabitants were strictly forhidden to be held without leave first
obtained in writing from the Governor or Lieut. Governor. It
having been anticipated, that this act might occasion riots, it
was further provided, that if in the attempted cxecntion of these
laws the people resisted so as to cause the death of any one, who
was assisting to enforce them, such persons should be transport-
ed to another colony, or to England, for trial. These inhuman
meagures, taken together, were justly considered by the colon-
ists & complets system of tyranny, from the operation of which
it was impossible to make a peaceable escape. The alternative
was plainly submission or the bayonet. They reduced the
people to a state of the most degraded vassalage. The friends

\

* In July, 1774, there were stationed in Boston two companies of the
Royel Train Artillery, with eight pieces of cannon each, and the 4th,
3th, 38th, 43d and 64th British regunents; oud it was stuted that more
were daily expected. :
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of the rights of humanity every where were aroused. The wo-
men also stood forward in this hour of their country’s peril, and
like their spartan sisterhood of old, encouraged, by their pre-
sefce and council, the sterner sex to acts of resistance. Nor
was this state of feeling confined » wholly to this country. A
lady in London thus expressed herself to her friends in Bos-
ton ;¥

¢¢ The unhappy affairs of Boston, now lay near my heart! From my
soul 1 feel for Boston and for all America. I was in the Parliament
House and heard the Port Bill brought in and read.

“« A bill is this day passed to destroy vour trade, and another ia
bringing in to subvert your whole conatitution of government. Expect
no merey from them. Eor the love of your country and posterity, for
the love of justice, and fur Gop's sake, use all your powers to prevent
your town’s eubmission. Tell them to hold out only six months and all
will bo well. England will rise on the oceasion.

¢ 3TOP ALL TRADE, BE SILENT, BE STRONG, DE RESoLyTeE. Their plan
wae kept secret through fear that had it been known, the Parliament
House would have heen desiroyed. Depend on my intelligence to be
Stand it ouf, or die! If you give up you are undone! Call your
people Ingether, alarm them—rouse them—call on them o humble themselves
before God, by fasting end prayer, that the intended dlow may be mercifully
averted from America!
¢ All letters are to be stoppad—all Governors arc to be changed—
thres hundred tax men are coming over—all officers are to be sent from
England—Juries taken nway—a large fleet to frighten you into com-
pliance.”

These were the sentiments in “thoughts that breath and
words that burn,” of noble, magnanimous, sympathising woman.
Such wae the state of affairs and of public feeling when Gov.
Gage, who had recenily succeeded Gov. Hutchinson, convened
the Provincial Assembly at Salem, which had now become the
metropolis, on the Tth June, 1774. Their place of meeting
was the Town House, then situated on the south eastern corner
of Washington and Essex streets. It was a wooden building,
two stories high, of no architectural pretensions, the chambers
being occupied by the courts of justice, and the whole area of
the lower story, which was sapported by columns, wes nsed as
a town hall, It was usual for the inhabitants at that period to
* congregate at this place, for the purposes of gossip, to arrange
any matter of businesy, or to discuss the more grave and impor-

* Fasex Qazette files, June 14, 1774,
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tant political events of the day as oceasion might arise. With-
in the walls of this plain and simple council house, consecrated
to the cause of liberty by the eloquence of many a bold, zeal-
ous, and uncompromising patriot, acenes of the most thrillihhg
interest had been frequently cnacted during the last ten years.
Every oppressive measure, devised by the British Parliament
to humble and degrade the American colonies, had here been
warmly and carnestly discussed. Its walls had often shaken
with denunciations of the wicked policy pursued by the mother
country. Here the ‘‘sons of liberty,’”” as the patriots were
called, smarting under the rod of the oppressor, ““in clear bell-
tones of deepest meaning,” branded every timid and vacillating
advocate and apologist of arbitrary power with the name of
tory, aname full of reproach and +infamy. For the glorious
agsociations which would have hallowed this simple building,
in which was taken the first step which ultimately led to the
independence of America, would it had been preserved from the
destroying elements, and the still more fatal hand of man.—
Between the royal Governor and the hody now assembled here,
altercations were constantly occurring, and the session lasted
only ten days. Loyalty had so far lost its influence, and power
its terrors, that the House immediately proceeded in seeret, by
a self constituted committee, to consider the erisis in which 1t
found the country, and to propose certain resolutions. Previ-
ously to disclosing these measures, the doors of the House were
locked and a vote passed that no onc should be allowed to enter
or depart, until a final determination was had upon the import-
ant questions before them. Information, however, of these bold
proceedings was secretely conveyed to Governor Gage by one
of the members, who, under pretence of indisposition, obtained
leave to withdraw. The Governor forthwith dispatched his
Secretary, Thomas Flucker, to dissolve the court. When he
arrived at the houge he found the doors barred, and admittance
refused him, He was consequently obliged to read the procla-
mation for their dissolution on the stairs outside the door. The
assembly, however, did not heed it, but continued its session in
defiance of the proclamation, until it had passed resolutions, de-
claring it exzpedient that the several colonies should choose
committees to meet in a General Congress at Philadelphia, in
September next, to deliberate upon the condition of the eoun-
try,—appointed its own delegates for that purpose, and addres-
sod letters, signed by the Speaker, to the other colonies, re-
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questing their concurrence in this measure.* Troops, it is
said, wero ordered up from the fort to enforce obedience to the
proclamation, who having ‘marched most of the distance, again
returned. On the 18th of the same month, the day after the
House had been dissolved, a protest against the Boston Port
Bill, signed by one hundred and twenty-five of the most influ-
ential merchants and traders of Salem, was presented to the
Governor. This protest has ever been admired for its spirit
and the gencrosity of its sentiments.t

In July, by order of Governor Gage, two companies of the
64th regiment came here by water from Boston. They landed
and marched through the town to the Governor’s head-quarters
in Danvers, then the country residence of Robert Hooper, of
Morblehead, an eminent merchant, familiarly known in those

* Wo say this was the first step which ultimately Id to the independence
of America. By this we mean that our independence was the inal
reault of the deliberation of such & mecting as is here for the first time °
definitely propoesed—namely,—a Geners] Coogress.  We are aware that
in some OF the colonies suggestions of independence had already been
loosely and vaguely thrown out by ecertain individuals in the heat of
debate, but the coIvonies separaiely could effect nothing towarda it, and
it was only by the concentrated action and united efforts of the whole
together, that any thing like independence would ever have been at-
tempted. The avowed object of the Congress here proposed, we know to
have been * the restoration of union and harmony between Great
Britain and the Colopies ; ”* but if this had been the real motive in the
minds of those who proposed this measure, why the observance of so
much secrecy? Viewed in this light only, there was no taint of treason
shout it. ¢ The fact is,”’ to quote the language of Graham in his
higtory of the United States, ¢ all the ardent friends of America, all
the partizans of Great Britain, and all, in short, except those whose
penetration was obscured by divided hope and purpose, plaioly perceived
that the formation of a general deliberative souncil for Amerien, at &
crinis like the present, as it was en essential requisite, wes alsoa bold
and deliberative approzimation to united revolt.” ‘Therefore, we repeat,
that as our independence was the result of the action of & general Con-

of all the Colonies thus assembled, it was here, in Salem, the fivst,
the initiatory step, which led to that great event, was taken at thia time.
Out of 129 membera present, only 1§rvobed against it. The names of
11 of those who opposed it were published st the time in the
Esser Gazette. Next to the building where the Declaration of Indepern-
dence was consummated, no spot more richly deserves & monument
than that of the once humbile ¢ Town House” of Balem,

t For the names of the persons who eigned this protest seco Essex
Qasetto fles, June 21st, 1774.

2
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days as “ King ITooper.” The 59th regiment, * under Colonel
Hamilton, also arrived here in August, from Halifaz, and
encamped upon Winter Island, near the fort. It was the object
of Gage, by this manceuvre, to suppress by force of arms any
further attempts for liberty on the part of the inhabitants. In
August & fruitless effort was made by the Governor to prevent
a town meeting in Salem, called to choose delegates to.meet in
Convention at Ipswich, * to consider and determine on such
- measures as the late acts of Parliament, and our other grievan-
ces render necessary and expedient.”” A proclamation was
issued, and troops ordered to be in readiness, who were prepared
- ag if for battle, and eighty of them marched to within one-
eighth of a mile of the Town House, but to no purpose, ‘The
people of Salem could not be prevented exercising their just
rights either by threats or the exhibition of force. In fact, all
the powers of government were apparently annihilated. There
way not a judge, justice of the peace, or sheriff, who would
venture to withstand the inflamed and determined people; and
British bayonets had also lost both their terrors and their influ-
ence. In March, 1775, the celebrated Edmund Burke remarked,
in the House of Commons, ‘& vast province has now subsisted,

. *This regiment was afterwards in the battle of Bunker Hill, and
suffored severely in common with other British troops. Of the
subsaquent history of Colonel Hamilton, we have the foﬁowing from
Lockhart’s Life of Sir Walter Seott, which; althongh there may be none
now among us whe remember the Colonel, may stil.% possess some histor-
fcal interest :

¢ Robert Hamilton, Sheriff of Lanarkshire, and afterwards one of the
Clerks of Session, wns a particular favorite with Scott—first, among
many other good reasons, because he had been a soldier in his youth,
had fought gallantly, and had been wounded severely in the American
war, ond was a very Uncle Toby in militdry entbusiasm ; mcondldy,
bocause he was o brother antiquary of the genuine Monkbarns hreed :
thirdly, (and last, not least,} becausa he was, in spite of the example of
the head of his pame and race, & stendy tory. Mr. Hamilton sent for
Seott when upoen his death-bed in 1831, and desired him to choose and
carry off as a parting memorial, any article he liked in his collection of
arms. Sir Walter ﬁJy this time sorely shattered in his own health,)
s&legmf the sword with which his good friend had been begiri at Bunker

g

Of Colonel Hamilton's imperturbable good nature, Sir Walter relates.

the following :—

¢ A laugh with Homilton, whose gout keeps him stationary at Ler-
wiok, but whose good humor defies gout and every other provocation,
conclades the evening.” .

-
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and subsisted in a considerable degrec of health and vigor, for
neer & twelve month, without governor, without public council,
without judges, without executive magistrates.” ,

The Ipawich Convention passed, among others, the following
resolve i—

“ Though above all things (slavery excepted,) we deprecate
the evils of a civil war, yet, if the vioﬂmce and despotism of our

, enemies should finally reduce ws to the sad necessity, we,
undaunted, are ready to apﬁeal to the last resort of States, and
will, in support of our rights, encounter even death, sensible
that he can never die too soon who Iays down his life in support
of the laws and liberties of his county.”

The Salem representatives were now empowered, with other
members of the House, to resolve themselves into a Provineial
Congress, which was recommended by the Ipswich Convention.
On the last of September, Governor Gage ordered another
meeting of the Legislature in Balem, to take place on the fifth
of October; and the several towns throughout the Province
elected their representatives accordingly; but on the 28th he
adjourned it indefinitely, convinced, no doubt, of the determina-
tion of the people to resist at any hazard the late aggressive
acty of Parliament. Notwithstanding this interdiction, the
Legislature did convene at the appointed time in Salem, * there
to be qualified, according to charter, for taking seats and acting
as representatives in said Great and General Court; but were
not wet by the Governor or other constitutional officers, by
him appointed for administering the usual oaths and qualifying
them thereto.”” Whereupon, having waited one day, they chose
John Iancock chairman, and Benjamin Lincoln clerk, and
passed resolutions declaring the course of the Governor in
adjourning the House before it had first ‘“met and convened,”
to be unconstitutional, and ‘* against the express words, as well
ag the true sense and meaning, of the charter.” They then
resclved themselves into a Congress, and adjourned to meet at
Concord on the 11th of October following.

Governor Gage had already removed hizs head-quarters to
Boston, having left Danvers on the 27th August, and was
followed by the 59th regiment from this town, and the two
companies of the 64th from his late head-quarters, on the 10th
September. The former were stationed on Boston Neck, at
the entrance of the town, where they threw up entrenchments,
and where the most hostile preparations were carried on.

The deputies from most of the colonies met at the appointed
time in ﬁhiladelphia. They spprobated the stand taken by
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Massachusetts ; —addressed a letter to Governor Gage ; published
a declaration of rights; formed an association not to import
or use goods of British manufacture; sent & petition to the
king ; an nddress to the inhabitants of Great Britain; another
to the inhabitants of Canada; and another to the inhabitants of
the Colonies.

The exportation of all military stores to America had been
strietly forbidden by order of the King in Council; and every
veasel, of what nation soever, was liable to be seized if employed
in carrying thitber arms and amunition. The country was
sadly deficient in all the munitions of war, and the Massachu-
getts Committee of Safety, now considered the executive of the
Province, was therefore collecting them through their agents
from every quarter where they could be obtained. This, how-
ever, wos done as quietly and secretly as possible. A quantity
of powder in the arsenal at Charlestown had recently been
seized by Governor Gage, in pursuance of a late order of the
King. This produced great excitement throughout the Colony.
About the middle of December, 1774, a report also reached
Salem that a regiment of troops had embarioed the preceding
Sabbath in Boston, said to be destined for this place for the
purpese of *“arresting, detaining ond securing gunpowder.”
This, however, was a false alarm,

The people were also industriously collecting arms for them-
selves, wherever and from whomsoever they could obtain them,
Every patriot held, with Macbriar, that ‘¢ well is he who shall
barter his house for a helmet, and sell Lis garment for a sword ; ?
and several shameful outrages were committed by the British
in Boston upon persons charged with the crime of attempting
to purchasc a musket.

The year 1775 was ushered in without any improvement in
the condition of the oppressed and down-trodden colonists, Dark
and portentous clouds hung thickly about their political borizon,
indicating that a fearful storm was not far distant. The petition
of the Philadelphia Congress to the King had proved an cntire
failure. It was treated with silent neglect. The repeal of a
few acis of Parlinment would then have satisfied America,
and her independence would have been a plant of later growth.
The idea of dissolving the tie which united them with the
mother country appears searcely to have been entertained at that
time. The Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, seven days
after the battle of Lexington, uses the following language .—
* But they [the ministers,] have not yet detached us from our
Royal Sovercign. We profess to be his loyal and dutiful
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subjects, and s0 hardly dealt with ns we have been, are still
ready with our lives and fortunes, to defend his person, family,
crown ond dignity.” England, however, manifested no dispo-
sition to relax her iron sway over her comparatively weak and
feeble dependencies ; but appeared determined to try the issue
by an appeal to arms. Troops were distributed throughout the
country to overawe and intimidate the inhabitants; and be
ready to quell any demonstrations of resistance. The colonigta
on their part had scarcely any thing to oppose to a powerful
nation whose strength a.mfr resources appesred unlimited, except
@ righteous cause, and fixed determination, never ignominiously
to sebmit to her despotic control. The most sanguine, however,
could not have promised themselves a successful result, from
an open rupture and actual collision with the mother country.
England too, in the plenitude of her power, conld not believe
that the colonists would actually buckle on the panoply of war
egainst her. It was unfortunate that all the colomial govern-
ors sympathized with the mother country, in her attempt to
extort a revenue out of the provinces. This was the root of all
the evil then entailed upon them.* Governor Hutchinson
atated that the colonists would not by force of arms resist the
authority and powers of Great Britain; * that a few troops
would be sufficient to quell them if they did make opposition.”
Governor Carlten represented ¢ that America might easily be
conquered, but they would want a considerable army for this
purpose ; that he would not pretend to march to New York or
Boston without 10,000 men.” Governor Tryan said, “ It would
take large armies and much time to bring America to their .
feet.” ““The power of Great Britain,”” said he, *“is equal to
anything; but all that power must be exerted before they put
the monster in chains.” The colonists werg not however dis-
couraged by these representations; they trusted their cause to
the God of Dlattles, not to human strength—they believed
heaven itself would fight for them ag the stars in their courses
fought against Sisera—rosistance to tyranny, being in their
view, obedience to God.

SALEM, at the commencement of the Revolutionary war,
confained a population of some 5000 souls. Her commeree,
always the principal source of wealth, was then chiefly confined
to Spain, Portugal, and the West Indies. The cod fishery, to

* Edmund Barke, in the HHouse of Commons, March 9th, 1774, advised
& thorough change of American Governors, remarking, ¢ that the folly of
the present had brought on the mischicls of which we now complain.”
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a considerable cxtent, was also carried on succeesfully from the
town at that period, and some fifty sail of vessels, principally -
schooners, were employed in that business. The fish were
cured upon the southern banks of the North River, and the
flalkes extended from the neighborkood of the North Bridge, to
the present location of Conant street. Here was often presented
a busy, active, enlivening scene, But the vengeance of the
British ministry was about to visit even this humble branch of
industry, with its blighting effects. A bill prohibiting the
New England Provinces from fishing for & certain time, upon
the banks of Newfoundland, was passed during the month of
Msrch, 1775, This measure was calculated to bear particu-
larly hard upon the interests of Salem, whose commerce was
almost wholly sustained by the fishery. Her inhabitants
generally were a frugal, industrious, enterprising people, re-
markable for their sagacity and intelligence, with & keen sense
of their just rights, and an indomitable love of liberty; ready
to peril life, property, and all they held dear in her cause.
Btrange as it may appear, at this day, there was alsd found here
a small sprinkling of the friends of arbitrary power,* some of
whom, from constitutional timidity, perhaps, dreaded a contest
with Great Britain, and the fearful consequences which would
overwhelm the country in case of defeat.

Foremost among the friends of liberty, and the resolute and
daring enemies of oppression and arbritary power, stood Captain
Jonn FELT, who, without any disperagement to others, appears
entitled to the distinction of the HERo of the British repulse at
the North Field Bridge. He was at this time about fifty
gears of age. His frame, square, strong and muscular, denoted

im a man, whom it would be the part of prudence to avoid
in single combat. Balem possessed many men whose social
position in life was perhaps superior ;—men of wealth—of more
erudition—of more influence in her public councils ;—but none
of greater moral worth, or irreproachable private character.
He belonged to that class thus elegantly apostrophized by the
poet :—

¢« Heart of the peoplo—Worrma Mex !
Marrow and nerve of human powers ;

Who on your sturdy backs sustain,
Through streaming time this WorLp or Qurs.”

* We forbear to specify them: their pames can mostly be found
rofixed to an address to Governor Gage on his arrival in Salem, in
ane, 1774,  Sce Essex Gazotte files, June 14th, 1774,
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His Jove of independence, and hatred of tyranny, bad shone
through his whole life, and with these qualities was blended the
most intrepid resolution. There lived no one in whose heart
glowed a warmer love for the liberties of his country—and
none more ready to peril, and if need be, to sacrifice his life in
support of her cause. In a word, he was just the man for an
emergency; of cool, determined bravery,——calm and collected
in the hour of danger. These qualities inspired every one with
confidence in his ability successfully to contro), and direct any
daring enterprise, or forlorn hope, which his inclination prompted
him to lead.

Among other prominent friends of Iiberty—men of standing,
weight of character, and influence, was Colonel David Mason,
universally esteemed and respected by his fellow townsmen.
He was a native of Boston, but for the last nine years had been
- a resident of Salem. IHe was a self made man ; one of nature’s
nobility ; courtly and refined jn manners and address. In
early life he manifested great fondness for lesrning, and a

ublic education was contemplated for him. But the death of
Eis father when he was but fourteen years of age, defeated this
pu.rﬁose. The inquiring mind of young Mason, and his thirst
for knowledge, could not however be checked by this disap-
pointment. Although apprenticed to a mechanical trade, he
made himself proficient in the science of military tactics and
gunnery, for which he had great taste, and in due time received
an appointment and served as lieutenant of British Artillery in
the French war in Canada in 1756. He commanded a battery
of brass cannon at Fort Wm. Henry, in 1757, when it was
taken by the French, and fired the last ball in that fort. In
1763, he organized and commanded an artillery company in
Boston, which it is believed is still in commission. ~Previously
to entering the army he had also studied the then newly discov-
ered acience of electricity, Dr. Franklin having been a particu-
lar friend in his father’s family. Ile had lectured upon that,
subject in Boston, Salem, and elsewhere, and made some valu-
able discoveries, which he was prevailed upon to journey to
Philadelphia, to communicate to Dr. Franklin. He had shown
himself on all occasions, when the expression' of public and
private opinion was called for, a consistent and high minded
patriot. His active mind was constantly employed either in
promoting directly the cause of his country, or in subverting the
iniquitous schemes and stratagems of its oppressors. He was
appointed by hig townsmen oné of a committee to prevent tea
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from being brought into Salem, and was instrumental in discov-
ering and destroying it on one or more occasions.

Salem also possessed at this time, many other prominent sons
of liberty, who were distinguished for their high minded patri-
otism, their influence, and the esteem of their fellow citizens.
Anong them, I need only mention Timothy Pickering, jr.,
then recently chosen colonel of the first Essex regiment. He
was ever active in stimulating and encouraging his townsmen
to resist all the attempts of Great Britain to grind their liberties
beneath the iron heel of despotism. Through the various
public offices afterward filled by Mr. Pickering, the whole
country has been made familiar with the uncompromising
integrity of his character, '

In November, 1774, Colonel Mason received an appointment
of Engineer from the ‘‘ Massachusetts Committee of Safety,”
which his memoir states to have been the first military appoint-
ment in the Revolutionary War. He was from this time,
actively engaged in collecting military stores for the use of the
country, and making secret preparation for the approaching
contest, which now appeared inevitable. His memoir further
relates, that in prosecution of this design he purchased a number
of cannon (believed to be seventeen,*) from Mr., Derby, of
Salem, which he committed to the care of Captain Robert
Foster, a blacksmith, to affix the iron work to the carriages,
and have them otherwise properly prepared for the service of
resisting British aggression, if occasion should require. They
were twelve-pounders, and had originally belonged to the
French, in Nova Scotia, from whence they were brought after
the war there, and were captured, as it was understood, from
the enemy. The work shop of Captain Foster wag on the
north side of the North River, over which was a draw-bridge,
and the cannon wero secreted in and about the premises as
securely, ag cireumstances would permit. Five thousand flannel
cartridges were also prepared for these cannon by the wife and
daughters of Colonel Mason.

Abont the last of February, 1775, 2 number of these carriages
were completed} and the guns mounted. Intelligence of this

*Mr. Samuel Gray states the number to have been twelve.

1A portion of theee carrisges were made at the New Mills, in
Danvers.
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fact, and what was further going on under the direction of
Colonel Mason, was communicated, according to the Memoir, to
the head-quarters of British power in Boston, by the treacher;
of an ‘‘old countryman,” employed by Colonel Mason.* It
would appear that suspicion rested upon several other individuals,
some of whom came out in the public newspapers with a denial
of the charge. Upon this information, Generai Gage ordered
the 64th regiment, consisting of some three hundred men, which
was stationed at the Castle, in Boston Harbor, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Leslie, an cstimable officer, to
embark forthwith on board a transport, land at Marblehead,
and from thence march to Salem and take possession of the
rebel cannon in the name of His Majesty. . The better to effect
his purpose, the Sabbath, so often descerated by military move-
ment, was selected for this expedition. The time thus chosen,
aside from other considerations, dil not well accord with a
proclamation recently issued, by this same Governor, for the
encouragement of piety and virtwe. The regiment embarked
on board the transport two hours after sunset on Saturday even-
ing, to avoid discovery, but it was designed not to reach Salem
until the next day. At the appointed time, therefore, being the
26th of ¥ebruary, 1775, during divine service in the after-
noon, while the inhabitants were unsuspectingly resting in the
appar?nt security of the day, their ears were startled with the
cry o

¢¢The foe ! they come ! they come !>

whichk now suddenly reverberated through the otherwise quiet
streets of Sslem. {ntelligence was received from the citizens
of Marblehead, that a body of British troops had just landed
there, and was marching in the direction of Balem, *‘A trans-
port,” says an account published at the time, * had arrived at
Marblehead, manned asusual. Between two and three o’clock,

* Wa are inclined to doubt if the intelligence was communicated in
this way. If, as the Memoir states, the ‘* old countryman,” left Salem on
this errand on Saturday afternoon, (no doubt on foot,) he”could not
have geached Boston to inform Governor Gage the same night, in season
for hiin to send orders to the Caatle, snd have the regiment despatched
¢ twe, Jfours after sun-sef,” a8 appears to have been the cage, OQur own
opinith is, either Sargent, or the * young tory lawyer,”” whose name was
Samué] Porter, had previously given the information. This Porter,
camadoriginally from Ipewich, m November, 1773, and had an office
4 jugt south ot the Town House.”

3
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(as soon as the people had gone to meeting,) the decks were
covered with soldiers, who had been secreted under the hatches.
Having loaded their muskets and fixed their bayonets, they
landed in great dispatch, and instantly marched off Some
of the inhabitants, suspecting they were bound for Salem, dis-
patched several messengers to inform us of it.”” Colonel Leslie
took the precaution to land his men at Homan's Cove, upon
Marblehead Neck, the most retired spot he could well find, in the
hope that this circumstance, taken in connection with the fact
of 1ts being the hour of public worship, would shield him from
discovery, and prevent -an- alarm, In this, however, he was
mistaken. No soonér had the troops began to land, than the
alarm was sounded in the town by a drummer, who ran to the
door of the church and heat the alarm signal, previously agreed
upon, at the appearance of any danger. Since the intention of
(Governor Gage to disarm the colonists had become generally
known, they had been coustantly on the alert, knowing that the
subversion of this scheme depended upon their being vigilant,
and closely watching the military in all their movements. . The
troops were soon observed coming out of Neck-Lane in single
file, form upen Bubier’s plain, and march in double quick
time in the ‘direction of Salem, their music playing " Yankee
Doodle” by way of derision. Nothing could have been more inju-
dicious than this selection of a landing place ; it showed an entire
ignorance or misconception of the temper and spirit of the inhab-
itants of the whole. Bay, and partivularly of Marblehead.
More ardent lovers of liberty, more devoted friends to the
interests of their country, or more bitter enemies to the arbi:
trary power exercised by Great Britain over her colonies, could
no where be found throughout the length and breadth of the
whole land. It would have been impossible to select any class
of men with souls more completely devoted to the welfare of their
country. The hardy sons of the ocean, who formed a majority of
the inhabitants, had acquired from the nature of their employ-
ment, that which is almost inseparable from the usual character
of seamen,—great self reliance and indomitable independence.
Marblehead had stood shoulder to shoulder with Salem and
Boston, against all the oppressive measures recently imposed by
the mother country. Meetings of the inhabitants had been
repeatedly held to express their abhorrence of the course now
pursued by their common enemies. She was among the first
to join the * GRAND UNIOF FOR THE SALVATION OF AMERI-
caN LipERTY,” in May of the preceding year. In a letter of

-
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instructions to her representative, in June, 1774, after recapit-
ulating the late oppressive measures of the British Parliament,
she says, ** Americans thus situatecd, with no other interests
but what can be granted by the Commons of Great Britain,
are in a stato but little above that of abject slaves on farms
and plantations. Surely, no men on earth can think these
measures right; and heaven itself, the Grand Court to whose
decrees earthly ones must be subservient, will (we confidently
hope) forbid tﬁe execution of them. Do the minions of power
tell s, not to submit to these measures is death? We coolly
answer, that in our opinions, fo submit is infinitely worse than
death,” To Marblehead belongs the honor of being the birth
place of one of the siiners of the Declaration of American Inde-
pendence. It was wholly fallacious for a moment to suppose,
that an expedition landing at a place so imbued with the apirit
of liberty, could be permitted to surprise the inhabitants of
Salem, or that the news of their approach by such a route would
not precede them. Their chance of success would have been
far better, had they proceeded by water directly into the harbor
of Salem.

Colonel Magon, * who resided in & house near the North Bridge,
and contiguous to Dr. Barnard’s church, was one of the first per-
sons to whom the tidings of the approach of the Dritish troops
were communicated. For the purpose of alarming a portion of
the inhabitants, he ran into the North Church and cried out at
the top of his voice, ¢ the reg’lars are coming and are now near
Malloon’s Mills ! * 'The congregation immediately dispersed,
and the greatest excitement prevailed throughout the town;
the intelligence of the approach of the British troops having

* Perhaps the accounts of individuals who claim for sny member of
their families the aimost exclusive management of this whole affair,
should be received with comsiderablo allowance. Beside the many-
ecript memoir of Colonel Mason, we have seen another, the author of
which claime for n certain gentleman of Marblebead, of somewhat doubt-
ful patriotism at the time, the whole credit of apprizing the people of
Salem of the approach of the British troops, and for the auccessful
termination of this encounter. Some recent publications aleo claim the
principsl credit for Donvers. The authorof the ¢ History of Danvers,”
very maodestly pays: ¢ The people of Danvers, joined by those of Salem,
opposed and beat bock the foe;’’ thue representing Salem as acting a
subordinate part to Danvers in this affair.  In another account we hear
< what the people of Danvers said te Colonel Leslie,”” Tho fact i, all
ligehuvcd nobly on the occasion, and vied with each other who should be

oremoat.
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spread with electrie rapidity. All was now hurry and confusion.
Everyone gazed, with an anxious cye, into the face of hig neigh-
bor as if to read his thoughts. Bells werc rung and drums
were beat to spread the alarm as far and wide as possible. Col.
~ Mason mounted his horse and rode with all speed to the place

of deposit to secure his treasure,—he, and the inhabitants
generolly, suspecting the design of this visit to be the seizure
of the cannon in North Salem. A desire to do everything that
could be done, and that instantly, to defeat this purpose, infused
itself into the soul of cvery lover of his couniry; and the
inhabitants impetuously rushed towards what they believed
would be the important place of action. To remove as many
of the guns as the time would permit beyond, the reach of the
troops, and to a place of safety, appeared the universal deter-
mination of the people. Mr. David Boyce, who lived in a house
adjoining the North Church, is remembered to have been scen
hurrying away with his team, and all the truckmen of the town
were upon the spot without delsy.

Some of the guns were conveyed to the neighborhood of Buf-
fumm's Hill, so called at that time, which is situated westward of
the main road leading to Danvers, near the present residence of
General Devereaux, where thore was a thick wood, and the dried
lcaves (there beingno snow) covered the ground to a considerable
depth. Beneath these leaves a portion of the guns were bur-
ried, and the carriages otherwise disposed of. Other portions
were removed ab the time, or o few I])1(c)3urs, after, to New Mills,
in Danvers, assisted by teams from that place, and buried in a
gravel pit on the left of the road; while again, others were
sent in the direction of ‘ Cole’s Spring,” or * Orne Point,”
in North Salem.* A gentleman who assisted to remove-them
te Danvers, used to relate, that while sitling at his (we can-
not say tea) table, he saw a man with head uncovered,t although
the day was severely cold, running with all speed towards his
house. He immediately rose and met him at the door ;}—found
him to be one of his acquaintances, living upwards of a mile
distant, who immediately exclaimed on secing him, as well as
his want of breath would permit, * the rog'lars are in Salem

* The late Judge Holton, of Danvers, used to state that some of theee
guns were carried to Burley’s Woed, formerly ¢ Lindall’s,” beyond Dan-
vers Plains, and there sccroted.

1 The late Mr. Aaron Cheever, who was subsequently in the Lattle of
Lexington.
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after the guns, tackle up your team with all speed, and help
carry them beyond their reach.”

The vanguard of the troops had now arrived at the bridge,
al the southern entrance of the town, where their further pro-
gress was somewhat impeded, a portion of the plank of the
bridge having been removed. This however they soon repaired,
and having marched over, took the direction of Long Wharf,
marching through what is now. Front, Fish and Water streets,
with a view the better to conceal their real design, while the
main hody which arrived soon afterwards, marched directly to
the Court House, with loaded muskets, fixed bayonets, colors
flying, and drums beating, with all the insolent bearing of a
victorious army entering a conquered city. Here they halted
for a short time. Mason who had been superintending the
arrangements for the removal of the cannon, now rode into
town to watch the movements of the troops. Here he found
Colonel Leslie in conversation with a ‘young tory lawyer.”
These two were soon joined by Colonel Sargent,* the half
brother of Colonel William Browne,} a mandamus counsellor,

.

* John Sargent was a merchant of Salem. His name is at the head
of thoso who addressed Governor Gage on hia arrival in Salem, in June.
1774 ; in which address they acknowledge they “*are deeply sensible of
His Majesty’s paternal care and gffection to this Province in the appoint-
ment of a person of His Excellency’s experience, wisdom, and mederation
in these troublesome and difficult times.”’ - This was pronounced a most
contemptible * tory production,’” which disgraced the public prints.
Sargent was a notorious tory, and was proscribed in the banishment act
of f'?TB. Went to Engln.nz

¥ Colonel Browne was one of tho moat prominent ichabitants of Salem,
aod previous to the troubles which led to the Revolution, enjoyed
reat popularity ; but by espousing the cause of the mother country he
E)rfeited all claim to the favorable consideration of the people. He was
one of the ‘““infamous szeventecen’ rescinders in 1763,—signed the
address to Governor Hutehineon in 1774,—accepted office under Gov-
ernor Gage. Upon the breaking cut of the Rovolution, he became a
refugee, and was included in the act of banishment of 1778, and the
congpiracy act of 1779. His landed estates which were numerous and
valuable, were all confiscated to the use of the government ; and in 1779
his homestead, in Salem, was sold to the late Elias Hasket Derby,
senior, where, in 1700 he erected his princely mansion at an expense of
eighty thousand dollars, which wae taken down in 1815, and near its
sito now stands our City Market Ilouse. Colonel Browne, after leaving
the country, was appointed Governor of Bermuda, and died in England
in 1802, aged sixiy-ive. lle was o graduate of llarvard College, of the
class of 1755, -
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and who had formerly commanded the Essex regiment, but had
recently been compelled to resign in consequence of Lis officers
refusing to serve under him whila he held a seat at the council
board.* Sargent had been observed by some of the inhabitants,
on the top of his house, near the First Church, and in the
vicinity of the Court House, waving s white handkerchief as
the troops approached. Colonel Lealie having received from
them, as was believed, the necessary information as to the local-
ity of the guns, the troops resumed their march in the direction
of the North Bridge, obviously anticipating no resistance to the
suceessful fulfilment of the enterprise, their bristling bayonets
and martial bearing apparently defying all opposition from
peaceful and unsrmed citizens. There was now no longer any
doubt in the minds of the people as to the real object of thus
visit, if the ¢ lanterns, hatchets, pickaxes, spades, handspikes
and coily of rope,’”’ with which the regiment were equipped, had
a0t already told the tale. Mason, in all haste, immediately
returned to his post on the north .gide of the bridge to concert
further measures to defeat their design. Captain John Fels, -
in sullen silence, followed close upon the footsteps of Leslie
from the moment he left the Court House. The troops,
dccompanied by a large concourse of the inhabitants, marched
through Lynde to North street, and as soon as they came in
sight from the Bridge, the northern leaf of the draw was
raised to stop their progress beyond this point. The determi-
nation of the people to resist with firmness and resolution, at
the utmost hazard, all attempts of the troops to capture the
cannon, was thus made manifest. Among the multitude who
sccompanied them to the Bridge was the late amiable and
highly respected pastor of the North Church, the Reverend
Thomas Barnard,t to whom the following lines of the poet

* Sop Essex Gazette files, October 25th, and November 1at, 1774.

t The most obnozidus act committed by any of our citizens, was sing-
ing an approbatory address to Governor Hutchinson on his departure
from this country, where his tory principles had made it inconvenient
for him any longer to reside. It was taken for granted that those who
perticipated in 1t approved of the recent acta of Parlinment so univer-
sally and justly odious to all America. Among the number who signed
it, inconsiderately, perhaps, was the Reverend Mr. Barnard. In Muy,
1775, he, with eleven others, of the inhabitants came cut with s public
recantation of the act, and expressed much contrition therefor. Mr. Bar-
nard says, ** I wounld request my countrymen to throw the veil of charity
und forgiveness over the incautious sct which has led them to think
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Cowper were peculiarly applicable :

¢ There stands the mesaenger of truth : thore stands
The legate of tho skies ! whose heart is warm,
YWhose hands aro pure, whose doctrine and whase life
Coincident, exhibit lucid proofs,

That he is honest in a sacred canse.™

Mr. Barnard was accompanied by his intimate friend and
parishioner, Mr. Jonathan Gavett. They had left the yard of
Mr. Gavett’s house together as the troops marched up North
street. s companion being of rather a social nature, had
been quite intimate with many of the soldiers in Colonel Ham-
ilton’s regiment, which the summer before was stationed at
Fort William, on Winter Island, and he was now curious to
ascertain if he could recognize any of his old acquaintances
among the present troops. This desire led him to scan their
faces with such nice scrutiny as to give offence. and he was
treated as a prying, inquisitive fellow, and jostled and assailed
with language anything but complimentary, The people who
had preceded the troops had mostly collected on the north side
of the river, and now calmly awaited their approach, ready
to brave a danger which their daring spirits led them to
undervalue. The compressed lip, the fized determined look,
the sober thoughtful demeanor of the inhabitants indicated
their suppressed indignation, and presaged some fearful tragedy.
But not a lip was blanched—not a nerve was paralyzed ;—all
felt that the hour for action had indeed come—-that something
serious was about to be enacted, and that firmness could alone
secure success. Prompted by the genius of liberty, and smart-
ing under the tyranny of their oppressors, they were about to
peril their lives in a contest with well disciplined and veteran
soldiers, convinced that not one drop of blood spilled in such a
cause would be lost, but would invigorate the soil and stimulate
the growth of freedom throughout the land, ‘ ill the tiny seed
became the giantosk.” The only arme seen in the hands of any
one Was a brace of pistols peeping out from under the cloak of

unfavorably of me, and grant me & place in their esteem.’’ T_hesa Tecan-'
tations wero considered of so grave s patura, a¢ to be submitted to the
¢ Committee of Safety,” to obtain from them a certificate that the
sume was satisfactory, and that they recommended such persons to the
favor of the people. These incidents, ‘¢ show the very cge and body of
the time, his form and pressurc.”
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a person, to my informant unknown.#* Onward the troops
pwrsued their march, apparently ready and able to bear down
all opposition, their commander not appearing to discern the
barricade thus raised against him by the people, until within a
few rods of the open chasm before him. Had a huge boa-con-
strictor, like the serpent that stopped the army of Atilius Reg-
ulug, suddenly elevated its hcad, and extended its capacious
jaws to receive him, he could not have appeared more surprised
than at this unexpected obstruction. - As soon 28 he had recov-
cred his self possession, he demanded in a voice which was
accustomed to be obeyed, that the leaf should be immediately
let down. But this command was given to the winds,—the
assembled multitude utterly disregarded it, and the very draw
itself, as if participating in the feelings of the inhabitants, and
congcious of the part it was expected to perform, frowned defi-
ance,

The regiment was now brought into line on the west side of
the bridge, facing to the eastward. Colonel Sargent, the tory
informer, had also followed the troops to the bridge with tho
other inhabitants, and when he saw the leaf raised, exclaimed,
¢ it i3 all over with them.”” * What is all over with them,” said
hiscompanion. He then whispered, ‘ they were going after the
guns,””  This man thought it best to absent himself ever after
from Salem. .

The people on the north side of the bridge had climbed upon
the top of the upraised leaf by the help of the chains, and there
set astride, in the language of my informant, ‘like so many
hens at roost.” The indignation of the Colouel at having his
design thus suddenly and unexpectedly baffled, was excited
almogt to frenzy, and he gave utterance to his feelings, to say

- * Mr. Samuel Holman states that ¢ his father's apprentice took his
gun and equipments under his cloak, saying he wou?d lodge them in
some private place where he could put {ia hand on them in case of
need.” Somse recent accounts state, that Colonel Pickering, with a
force of forty armed men, was on the north side of the bridge, whera
also large numbers were railying around him. This statement is how-
ever said to be » miatake by personas now living. In fact, Colonel Pick-
ering must have been gifted with the power of omnipresence on that
day, to reconcile the couflicting accounts respecting the part taken by
bim in this affiir. Beside the statement here referred to, there is
another, that he was, the while, mustering his regiment in Schocl
street—and yet another, that he was on the south side of the bridge,
with Felt, Barnard and others, and that “ he scuttled with his own
hands one of the gondolas.”
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the least, in no mild or becoming language: one account says,
‘“ he stamped and swore, ordering the bridge to he immediately
lowered.”” Being questioned as to his design in making this
movement, and why he wished to cross the bridge, be replied
that he had orders to cross it, and he would do so if it cost his
life, and the lives of his men. Here was however a dilemma
from which this bravado could not relieve him. To advance
under the present circumatances without the consent of the in-
habitants, was impossible, and to retreat, disgracc. In the
bitterness of his feelings he then went upon West's (now
Brown’s) wharf, to reconnoitre,—closely followed by Captain
Felt, who was observing every motion and order with the keen,
anremmitting watchfulness of the tiger,—and turning to an
officer near him, said, * you must face about this division, (or
company,) and fire wpon those people,” These were the
inhabitants on the northern side of the river, who had collected
upon & small wharf which jutted out from the eastern side of
the bridge, conspicuous among whom was Captain Robert
Foster, recently an officer in the Essex regiment, and the owner
of the premises upon which the cannon had been deposited.
This order to fire having been overheard by Captain Felt, who
ptood within two yards of Colonel Leslie, ¢ he cried out with a
loud voice, for his résentment was kindled by the order to fire:
fire ! you had better be &——d than fire! you have no right
to fire without further orders! if you do fire, {said he) you
will all bo dead men!” Mr. William Northey, a respectable
citizen of the quaker persuasion, now endeavored to check the
impetnosity and rashness of Captain Felt, by saying, “do you
know the danger you are in, surrounded by armed troops, and
an officer with a drawn sword in his hand?” But such pru-
dent caution found no favor in his highly excited mind, and
was therefore unheeded. He had burled defiance in the very
teeth of the instruments of British power and aggression, and
he was not & man to-be induced by any considerations of per-
sonal peril to retreat from the stand he had taken. This
language, sustained by the dauntless bearing of its author, acted
like magic upon the minds of the people in this the hour of
their danger. So sudden had heen the appearance of the troops
in town, that no concerted plan of operations, and no organized
opposition had been formed. The inhabitants had hastily col-
lected together, bent only upon opposing the troeps, but with-
out any acknowledged head to direct them.
At the moment these words were uttered by Captain Fel

4
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thrilt of confidence was felt through the whole muliitude. The
people saw at once that he was just the man for the present
emergency, and with unanimous, though tacit consent, locked
to him as their leader in any movement which should be made
for the further defence of the bridge. He was the spirit on
whom the crowd now depended. How far such lsnguage
induced Colonel Leslie to use a praisewortby forbearance
cannot be determined ; but had the command to fire been en-
forced, probably pot a man of that whole regiment would have
escaped death, and the first bloody dattle of the Revolution
would have been fought at the North Bridge, on the 26th of
February, instead of the 19th of April, at Lexington. The
English account published at the time, stated that the Colonel
‘“was not prevented from giving any orders he sheuld have
thought necessary by the threat of the townsman.” However
this may be, the order was not repeated, and * the company
neither faced nor fired.”

A desire not to irritate the troops generslly prevailed, never-
theless it wag impossible to control the exasEemted feelings and
reckless daring of some of the citizens, who raised their voices
amid the din of bayonets to anathematize their oppressors, and
several acts of determined bravery and deflance were exhihited
by them on the occasion. A citizen, named , Who was
upon the leaf of the draw, eried out in a stentorian voice, © Sol-
diers, red jackets, lobster coals, cowards, da—na—n to your
government !’ A threat being made to those on the leaf if
they did not desist in their jeers and opprobrious language they
should be fired upon, one of them called out, * fire, and be
d——d!”* It was an extremely cold day, and the soldiers
by & quick march from Marblehead became quite heated,
and in the exposed situstion where they mpow stood, the
perspiration was so suddenly checked, that they trembled
violently with the cold, when a man named Teague, who wes
also one of the daring spirits on the leaf, jeered them by
saying, I should think you were all fiddlers, you shake so.”

It was at this time low water, and three gondolas lay aground
on the west side of the bridge. Apprehensive they might be used
bﬁ( Colonel Ieslie for the purpose of transporting his forces to
the other side, as soon as they were afloat, Captain Felt to whom
ouo of them belonged, recommended they should be .scut-

* The late Captain Joshua Ward.
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tled, or rendered uscless for that purpose, by cutting holes
through them. This suggestion was enough, and the work of
destruction was immediately commenced with axes and what
other implements were found ready at hand. Conspicuous
»,mon&I the daring spirits who undertook this task, were observed
Jonathan Felt, a shipmaster, familiarly known as Hunter Felt,
and who afterwards commanded an American Privateer,
Frank Benson, and Joseph Whicher, the foreman in Major
Sprague’s Distillery, which was situated in the immediate vi-
cinity of the bridge. Colonel Lesliec was not an unconcerned
spectator of this movement, which he knew, if carried into ef-
fect, would deprive him of his last chance of forcing a passage
to the other side of the river. He therefore ordered his soldiers
into the gondolas to prevent tho inhabitants from executing
their design ; but they pursued their work, totally regardless of
British bayonets, until it was completed. A scuffle however
wag the consequence, in which both Benson and W hiclier were
observed to open their breasts to the soldiers and dare them to
use their bayonets. Whicher was sufficiently pricked to draw
blood, of which wound he was somewhat vain and proud of ex-
hibiting in after life.

Col. Leslie had now bscome thoroughly convinced of the
determination of the inhabitants to resist, at any hazard, a
forcible passage over the bridge, and he retired at this stage of
the affair to the centre of his regiment and summoned his
officers about him, for the purpose of consultation. It was in
vain he had attempted to intimidate the people into compliance
with his request—on the contrary, they were every moment
becoming bolder and more encouraged, while the patience of the
troops were fast giving way, and matters appearcd verging
towards a serious conflict. The council of war being ended,
the commander, still unwilling to abandon the enterprise as
hopeless, advanced once more and said to the by-standers, I
am determined to pess over this bridge before I return to
Boston, if I remain here until next autumn;” and further
declared he would make barracks for his troops of the two
stores on West’s, now Brown’s wharf, belonging to Wm. West
and Eben Bickford, until he conld effect a passage. Capt.
Felt, to whom this remark was more particularly addressed,
answered that ** nobody would care for that,”—upon which the
Colonel, nettled no doubt by this expression of contempt,
replied, *“By God I will not be defeated;”’ to which Felt
coolly answered, * you must acknowledge that you have been
already baffled.” .
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And now, amid all the uproar, confusion and excitement,
whick by this time had reached a fearful height,—the angry
menaces of the troops on the one side and the language of
defiance on the other,—was heard the firm, but mild and gentle
voice of the Rev. Mr. Barnard, endeavoring to quiet the billows
of commotion, thus awakened into their fierces{ activity, by
expostulating with Col. Leslie not to fire ‘“upon these innocent
people,”’ and ‘ that his troops might be restrained from push-
ing their bayonets’”’ On being thus addressed, Col. Leslie
turned short round and inquired * who are you, sir?’ Mr.
Barnard replied, I am Thomas Barnard, & minister of the
Gospel and my mission is peace.” The Colonel ther com-
plained that his soldiers were much insulted, and expressed his
determination to cross the bridge, saying he was upon the
King’s highway and would not be prevented from passing freely
overit. Old Mr. James Barr replied “it is not the King's
highway,—it is a road built by the owners of the lots on the
other side, and no king, country or town has any control over
it.”” The Colopel remarked ¢ there may be two sides to that,”
and Mr. Barr rejoined ¢ Egad I think it will be the best way
for you to conclude the King has nothing to do with it.”

pward of an hour and a half had now been consumed in the
fruitless attempt to pass the bridge, and the day was fast draw-
ing to a close, without any indication that the sun would be
commanded  to stand still in the midst of heaven ard hasten
not to go down,’ as was done in Gibeon, ‘until they had
avenged themselves of their enemies.’ Threats and bravado
were therefore laid aside as useless, Col. Leslie being at length
convinced that it would be the safest and most politic course for
him to make some overtures towards a compromise, and en-
deavor to effect by diplomacy, what it was in vain any longer
to think could be extorted by force. With this in view he
addressed Capt. Felt, and inquired if he had any suthority to
cangse the leaf of the draw to be let down, and was answered
* there was no guihority in the case, but there might be some
influence.”” A conference between the besiegers and besieged
was the consequence of this suggestion, in which Felt, Barnard,
Mason and Pickering more particularly participated. Mason
being upon the northern side of the bridge was mounted duri
the time upon a ladder at the top of the leaf, where he coul
address Col. Leslie, with whom he was personally acquainted.
This conference resulted in Col. Tcslie’s pledging bis word and
honer, if the inhabitants would remove the obstruction, he would
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march in a peaccable manner not above fifty rods beyond the
. bridge, and then return, without molesting any person or
property. That his orders wére fo pass the bridge, and he
could not disobey them. Intercession was now made with the
people by Mason and others, that they should accept these
terms, the word and honor of Col. ie, which were unim-
peechable, being considered sufficient guaranty for their ful-
filment.  Felt, however, was not yet ready to yield to any
conditions, and when the inhabitants on the north side were
requested b% the Rev. Mr. Barnard to lower the leaf, the
replied, * We dont know you in the business;—when Felt
orders it, it will be time enough.” There was now however, -
gcarcely any danger in allowing the troops a passage free from
any pledge, as * the geese were flown ;"' —the gunsieaving been
all secured and placed beyond their reach. The preliminaries
however, being at length settled, the consent of Felt obtained,
- and the distance which the regiment was to march beyond the
bridge accurately ascertained, the leaf was lowered, and the
troops quietly passed over; marched the atipulated distance,
then wheeled and set out with al! haste on their homeward
march, having been completely foiled in the object of their
cxpedition. On this march, while they were leaving town,
their music is said to have played *‘the world's turned upside
down.”’*

The feelings of the inhabitants, not even excepting those of
the gentler sex, wére highly excited by this unceremonious
appearance of British troops in ocur streets on the Sabbath,
and while they were in the act of wheeling, a nurse named
Sarah Tarrant,t in one of the houses near the termination of
their route in North Salem, placed herself at the open window,
notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, and assailed
them in the following language:—* Go home and tell your
master he has sent you on a fool’s errand, and broken the peace
of our Sabbath——what! do yon think we were born in the
woods to be frightened by owls ?”’  One of the soldiers pointed
his musket as if to fire at her, when she exclaimed, *fire if
you have the courage, but I doubt it.”’

® After the troops had left town many of the inhabitants still linges-
ed sbout the bridge, and smong, them the Rev. Mr Barnard, who is said
by some 0ld people now living, to bave remarked, ¢ this is a season for
tho exerciso of prayer,” and immediately made a very approprinte ono
upon tho occasion.

t This woman died in Salem, May, 1828, aged 85.

-
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Near the same spot, & solitary individual was seen standing,
Erompt. for action in front of his dwelling, with his musket at
is shoulder, and s look of fizxed defiance, as if single handed
and alone he was ready to defend to his last drop of blood, any
violation of his own or bis country’s rights by these military
free-booters. The name of this man was Symonds, who like
Cuddie Headrigg, appears to have composed the whole infantry
upon this side of the bridge.

We have noticed particularly the pertinacious manner in
which Capt. Felt dogged the footsteps of Col. Leslie from the
moment he Jeft the Court House, and during all the time he
was upon the bridge. It was his object, as he afterwards
avowed, in case the troops had fired upon the people, to grapple
with the Colonel and jump into the stream, there, like the
doughty Balfour of Burley, to try the death struggle together,
—for," said he, “I would willingly have been drowned
myself, to have been the death of an Englishman.”}

The foregoing are but a few individual instances, the
concentration and embodiment as it were, of the intensity of
the bitter feelings of scorn and hatred almost universally
entertained by the Colonists towards the Military, and the
desperation to which they were driven by the inhuman acts of
oppression practiced by their rulers.

The inhabitants, who were not disposed, from various causes,
to enter into the conflict, should matiers proceed to exiremities,
including the women who always proved themselves in these -
times which tried men’s souls, of true Spartan blood, assembled
on Odell’s hill, at the eastward of the road, where they could
overlook all that was passing st the bridge, and by their cheers,
waiving of handkerchiefs, and other tokens of encoursgement
to their hushands, fathers and brothers engaged in the melec,
not to yield to the military, showed that but one spirit actuated
the entire population.

Immediately upon the appesrance of the troops in Salem,
expresses were sent out into all parts of the country to spread
the alarm as far and wide as possible.* On the instant the

+ Captain Felt subsequently died of a cancer, in Danvers, Jonuary
20th, 1785.

* In this respect, Mr. Benjamin Dalend ie said to have done good
sorvico. He rode with all speed through the main pert of Danvers to
spread the Alarm, and returned by the way of the North Fields, just as
the troops were resuming their march homeward, and riding up to the
Colonel he thus sddressed him :—* Well Colonel, 1 think you have
done right to march off, for in o short time we ghall hove more men
here bhan your_soldiera havo l-ce in their hoade.”
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tidings reached Danvers, a company of cavalry mounted their
horses and rode with all speed in various directions to arouse
the people to arms,

‘¢ Each with warlike tidings fraught,

Each from each the signal caught,”
and they were soon pouring in from the neighboring towns
in great numbers, apparently eager for an encounter.

Not only in the neighboring towns were the people muster-

ing, but those situate§ at 30 or 40 miles distant, soon caught
the alarm, and were hasteping to the scene of action; so that
in a short space of time it was estimated that some twelve or
fifieen thousand men would, without doubt, have heen ngsem-
bled at this place.
A company of militia under Capt. Samuel Eppes, of which
the late venerable Gen. Gideon Foster was 2d lieutenant, arrived
from Danvers, and took up station near the distillery, where
they could overlook what was passing at the bridge, and as
* the reg'lars” marched off, they formed acroes Federal on the
west side of North street, in double rank, and after the
regiment had passed, formed in behind, and marched by the
English music to the boundary of the town in South Salem,
just beyond the Mills. Many of the inhabitants of Beverly
arrived at the bridge in hot haste, before the troops had left it
impelled by the desire to support their fellow countrymen in
the unequal contest.

By the prudence and praise worthy forbearance of Colonel
Leslie, any serious collision with the troops was happily averted.
His condnet did not, however meet with the approbation of his
superiors, and for the failure of this expedition ‘‘ he was tried
by @ court martial, and cashiered, but was afterwards restored
to his former rank.”*

On the arrival of the troops at Marblehead they immediately
embarked on board the transport for Boston. The militia of
this place, like those in other towns, had also mustered, but
observing that the troops were dis to return peaceably,
they offered them no molestation and made no demonstration of
triumph.t

* Mason's Memoir. We think, however, there is some mistake in
this statement, a8 no mention is made of it in any of the news rs of
the day, which they certainly would not have omitted to pubﬁasrj bad
it been a fact.

1 The following account is from our late venerable fellow townaman,
John Howard, then o resident in Marblohead, and who was himself an-
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But the excitement did not immediatcly cease with the oe-
cagion which gave it birth. We have already said that among
the inhabitants of Salem, was found a small sprinkling of the
friends of arbitrary power. After this defeat of the troops, that
portion of the community were filled with apprehension for
their personal safety. All who were suspected of aiding in any
way this attempt to seize the cannon, b{r giving information or
otherwise, were anxious to clear themselves of the obloquy, and
the affair finally passed off without farther trouble. From the
following extract of a ballad, which finds its recommendation
more in the simple truthfulness which appears to pervade the
narrative than any intrinsic merits, we learn

¢¢ The tories in the town

Woere all put to fright ;
Some left their houses

And others watched all night.
Prince, he kept close,

Jokn Sargent, he fled,

And Grant was afraid

For to sleep in his bed.”

Thus, on the soil, and from the inhabitants of SALEM, the mil-
itary arrogance of Great Britain received its first check in the
fearful struggle just then commencing between her and her Amer-
ican Colonies, Here was epilt the first blood of the Revolution
after the arrival of Governor Gage. Here was raised the first
standard of liberty.* The failure of this expedition should have
convinced the ruling powers of the unconquerable spirit of the
people, and their resolution to defend, at whatever disparity of
strength, and &t any hazard, their just rights and privileges.

der arms oo the occasion : ‘¢ There were eight military companies in
Marblekead at that time, comprising nearl %ha whole male population,
between sixteen and sixty years of age. They were all prompily aseem-
bled under Colonel Orne. Mr, Howard thinks that they numbered more
than a thousand men. They were ordered to station themeelves behind
the houses and fences along the rond, prepared to fall upon the British
on their return from Salem, if it shouls be found that hostile measures
.had beem ueed by themy but if it should appear that no concerted act of
violerce upon the persons or property of the people had been committed,
they were charged not to show themselves, but to allow the British de-
tachment to return unmolested to their franaport.’’-— Upham's dth July
. . Address, 1842,

* The Gentleman's Magazine of 17th April, 1775, published in
London, contains the following :— By o ship just arrived at Bristol,
from Ameriea, it is reported iﬁmb the Americans havo hoisted their
standard of liberty at Salem.”

’
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The exhibition or use of military force could not swerve them
from their purpose ;—they held life cheap in comparison. They
were confident of the smiles of heaven upon their efforis to
break the rod of their oppressors ; and their forbearance already
tasked to its uttermost, was now ready to give way to open re-
bellion if their manifold grievances were not speedily relieved.
But justice had fled from the councils of their rulers and op-
pression bad usurped her place. The hearts of their British
task-maasters, like the heart of Pharaoh of old, (and we trust
for the same wise and benificent purpose,) were hopelessly har-
dened towards their brethren in the colonies. * Deaf 1o the
voice of justice and consanguinity,” and blinded by an undue
estimate of their superior power, they persisted in pursuing -
the same cruel course of policy in defiance of the spirit of de-
termined oppoesition exhibited by the people, until it brought
about the disastrous battle of Lexington, and the standard of
revolt was finally raised thronghout the land. Then the people
poured in like an avalanche to the rescue. ‘ The shepard tar-
ried no longer by his sheepfold, or the seedsman continued in
the ploughed field. The footmen came like the rushing of
winds, and the horsemen came up like the sound of many waters,
and the passages of the destroyers were stopped, and the face
of their men of battle were turned to flight. The banner of free-
dom was spread abroad upoen the mountaing;—heaven was with
them and broke the bow of the mighty!’ Finally, after a
struggle of upwards of seven long years, the government of
(Great Britain was completely anmhilated in the colonies, and
on ity ruin was established the INDEPEXDENXCE OF THESE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA! '
It is a grave and solemn reflection, that the busy throng
who filled our streets on this occasion, sl} bustling with life
and activity, and the brave men who breasted the British
bayonets, in the battles of the Revolution which followed, have
nearly all disappeared from among us. They were a peculiar
people, purposely trained and disciplined, we believe, by an
overruling Providence to release our country from the aggra-
vated wrongs inflicted upon it by its oppressors. We confess
our admiration of these men rises the more we contemplate their
fearless, independent, daring natures. Down to the Revolu-
tion, the colonists were loyal and dutiful subjects of Great
Britain; and notwithstanding an ocean of three thousand miles
in width rolled hetween them and the parent country, they still
looked to England as their homes. Her glory, her honor, and

5
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her prosperity they felt to be cssentinlly their own. They
were ever ready to fight her battles and shed their best blood
in her behalf. But the long continued unholy chastisements
of a parent's hand had at length alienated their love, and under-
mined their loyalty; and in defence of what they esteemed
their inalienable rights, they felt themselves compelled, as their
last resource, 10 make bare the arm of flesh against their op-
pressors. Contending with fearful odds, no dangers were too
imminent for them to encounter, and no sacrifices, however
great, to which they did not willingly submit. Who so dead
to high and generous impulses as not to feel his gratitude en-
kindled, and his patriotism warmed by the recital of their
* glorious deeds? Peace to their ashes, and light the soil that
covers their venerated remains —where honor shall come,

4 pilgrim pray,
To bless the turf that wraps their clay,
And Freedom shall awhile repair,
To dwell a weeping hermit there,"

S

APPENDIX.

The following nccount of the affuir at the North Bridge, war pub-
lished in the Essex Gazstte, under dato of Feh. 28, 1775, and is believed
to have been written by Col. Timothy Pickering :

*¢ Laat Sabhath the peace of the town was disturbed by the coming of o
regiment of the King’s troops, the particulars relative to which are as fol-
lows. A transport arrived at Marblehead apparently manned as usual.
Between 2 and 3 o’clock (o soon as the people had gone to meeting)
the decks were covered with soldiere, who having loaded and fixed their
bayonets, landed with great dispateh, and instantly marched off. Some
of the inhabitants suspecting they were bound to Salem to seize some
materials there preparing for an artillery, dispatched several messengers
to inform us of it. 'These materials were at the north side of the North
River, and to come at them it was necessary to cross a bridge, one part
of which was made to draw up for the convenience of letting vessels pass
through. The inhabitants kept a look out for the appearance of the
troops. The van-guard arrivetf, and took their route down in town as
far as the Long-wharf; perbaps to decoy the inhabitants thither, away
from the place to which the main body were destined. The main body
arrived soon after and halted a few miuntes by the Town-House, It ia
paid inquiry was immediately made by some of the officers for & half

~
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brgther of Col. Brown,* the mandamus counsellor, Do this ns it may,
he wus very soon whispering in the Colonel’s ear, in the front of the
vegiment ; snd when he parted from the Colonel, the regiment marched
off with & quick pace, in o direct course for the North Bridge; just be-
fore their entrance upon which the draw-bridge wae pulled up. The
regiment however rushed forward till they cawme to the draw-bridge,
not ohserving (a8 it scemed) that it was drawn up. The Colonel who
led them expressed some surprise; and then turning about, ordered an
offieer to face hie company to & body of men standing on a wharf on tho
other eide the draw-bridge, and fire. One of our townsment (who had
kept along side the Colonel from the time he marched from the Town-
House) imstantly told bim he had better not fire, that he had no right
to tire without further orders, “ and if you do fire (said he) you will ba
#ll dead men:”” The company neither faced nor fired.

The Colonel then retired to the cenire of his regiment, assembled
hig officers, and held a consultation; which being ended the Col-
onel advanced a little, and declared he would maintain his ground,
and go over the bridge before ho returned, if it were s month first.
The saume townsman replied, he might stay there as long as he
Pleased, no body cared for that. The hulf brother before mentioned
{it is said) made towards the bridge. but sceing the draw-bridge up,
vays ¢ it is all over with ue.” He bas since disappeared, Mea.nwhi?e
two large gondolas that lny aground (for it was low water) were scut-
tled, lest they shonld cross the channel in them. But whilst one gen- -
tleman with his assistants waa scuttling his own gondola, a party of
about twenty soldiers jumped into it, and with their bayonets charged
against our unarmed townsmen (some of whom they pricked) compelled
them to quit it; but before this a sufficient hole had been made in the
bottom. Thie attack of the soldiers, and some other oecurrences, ocea-
sioned a little bickering, but by the interposition ot some of the inhabi-
tants the disputes subaided.

At length some gentlemen asked the Colouel what was his design in
making this movement and why he would cross the bridge? He said he
had orders to croas it, and he would cross it if he lost hia life, with the
lives of all his men. And mow (or before) asked why the King’s high-
way wasg obstructed? He was told it was not the King’s road, but the
property of the inhabitants, who had a right to do what they pleased
with i¢. Finally the Colonel said he must go over; and if the draw-
bridge were let down so that he might pass, he pledged his honor he
would march not above thirty rods beyond it, and then immediately re-
turn. The regiment had now been on the bridge about an hour and an
half ; and every thing being secured, the inbabitants directed the draw-
bridge to be let down. The regiment immediately passed over, marched
» foew rods, returned, nnd with great expedition went back again to
Marblehead, where they embarked on hoard the trensport without delay.
The regiment brought with them, lanthorng, batchets, pickaxes, spades,
hand-spikes, and several coila of rope.

When all the circumstances are considered, there can remain no
doubt that the sole purpose of the menccuvre was to ateal away the ar-
tillery materials before mentioned. In the first place the regiment was
taken from the Castle, so that the inhabitants of Boaton might be pre-

* Col. Sargent. t Capt. John Felt.
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vented giving us any intelligence: The transport arvived at Marble-
head & copsiderable vime before the regiment was landed, but the men
were kepb spug under hatches: As soon as the inhabitants of Marble-
head hmf’ got to meeting, the troops landed, and pushed on their march
to Salem, and proceeded to the very spot where the materiale for the
artillery were I%dged. But meeting with this sad rebuff, and finding
their plot was discovered. they then roade a retreat. 'Tis regretted that
an officer of Colonel Leslie’s acknowledged worth, should be obliged, in
ohedience to orders to come upon so pitiful an errand. .

Various reports were apread abroad respecting the troops —the coun~
try wes alarmed ; and one company arrived in arms from Danvers just
a8 the troops left the town, @ immediately dispatched messengers to
the neighboring towns to save them the trouble of coming in; but the
ularm flew like lightning (and fame doubtless maguifiel the firat simple
reports) so that great numbers wore in arms, and sgon on the march
before our messengers arrived.”

Further Extract from the Fssex Gazelte of Marck T, 1775.

* The account published last week in thie paper and republished in
the Spy, of the march of the 64th regiment Liu Draper’s frue agcount
’tig ca.ii7 a detachkment of the §4th regiment : But we are informed only
15 or 20 of the men remained at the Castle] is in Mills & Hicks's pa-
per said to contain Beveral falsehoods : In answer to this charge we
say, that we endeavored to collect & true atate of the facts, by enquiring
of those who were eye and ear witnesses. In the hurry and slarm
there might be a misapprehension in some things ; but there was no
intention to detract from Col. Leslie’s courage, honor or prudence : or
deviate from the straight path of truth ; but to establish the latter we
are constrained to make a few remarks on Draper’s account, and on
that published by Mills & Hicks, The latter declare ‘¢ they are autho-
rised to say—that the Colonel never ordered any part of the troops to
fire, but that he was not prevented from giviog any orders he should
have thought necessary by the threat of the townsmen,”’—as wae insin~
wated in our account, The townsman and others of the inkabitanta,
men of undoubted veracity, still sey they are absolutely certain that
the Colonel talked about firing on the peeple ; and the townsman (who
stood within two yards of him) declares that the Colonel, tarning to an
officer near him, expressed bimeself in this manner—** You must face
about this diviion (or company) and fire upon those people.’”” This,
and this only oceasioned the townsman to make & reply (with s loud
voieo, for his resentment was kindled by the order to fire) in these
words aa exacily ae he can now recollect : # Fire! You had better be
demn’d than fire ! You can have no right to fira without further or-
ders.”” We added, in our account, * 'fhe company neither fired nor
faced.” Whather it were prudence, or want of orders, or disposition,
or any other motive that prevented an act so manifostly unjusiifisble as
this would have been we could not tell :—We related & pitmple fact that
« The company neither fired nor faced.?

Mills and Hicka go on, *¢Nor ig thera the least truth in what is as~
serted of the Colonel’s having pledged his honor, ag he absolately in-
sisted on going over the bridge.”” No other answer to this will be re-
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quired than the declaration of the clergyman® referred to in Draper’s
uccount. These are his words—¢¢ Concerned for the welfure of m
townamen, I addressed Col. Leslie, and desired the soldiers under his
command might be reetrnined from’ pushing their bayonets. e told
me they were much insulted ; and intimated to me his determination
ta paes over the bridge ; but concluded with saying,—if the inhabitants
would lower the brige he would give his word (and I am pretty certain)
bis honor, that he would not march above fifty rods.”” For the sake of
those who are etrangers to the clergyman we add, that heis & gentle-
man of unimpeached veracity, virtue and honor, and universally re-
spected by the inhabitants for Lis manly, prudent and judicious conduct
on the occasion.

The declaration that ¢ no half brother of & mandamus counsellor, or
unty other person, in Salerm, whiepered or spoke to Col. Leslia while he
was in the town of Salem!’ is very extroordinary. Tven Draper admits
that the clergyman conversed with him. But we know that at least
twn other persons spoke to him; tho’ in a strain somewhat different
from that attributed to the half-brother. ’Tis a fact that the half bro-
ther wes in the front of the regiment, whispering or talking with an
officer, who the inbabitanta naturally coneluded was the commanding
officer of the regiment ; for at that time Col. Leslie was known to very
few. This haif brother afterwards walking with ons of the inhabitanta
{while the poldiers wers on the bridge) tﬁey had some conversation to
this effect,—¢ "Tis all over with them’—gaid the half-brother: What
is over, said his companion? He replied *The bridge is drawn up :”’
What then rejoined the other ! The half brother them whispered
* They were going after the connon.” It must be granted that these
circumstances (eagecially when connected with others known to the
inhabitants) might very justly raise their snspicions that he was the
informer. If heis net in any measure guilty we wish his innocence
Ay a pear. B

n Draper’s account 'tis said the troops under Col. Leslie “landed at
Marblehend at 4 o'clock in the afterncor.”” This is a palpable false-
hood : They arrived in Salem soon after four ; and as the distance be-
tween Salom and Marblohead is about four miles and an half, they must
have been at Jeast an houvr in marching.

Itis said aleo that the commanding officer received intelligence ‘‘that
some trucke wers seen going out of Salem that morning.” This we
doubt : However the inﬁabit&nts saw nouoe till he and his troops were
Jast entering the heart of the town.

"I'is said alse that the people, discovering Col. Leslie’s intention to
ferry o few men over in s gondela as soon as it could be got afloat,
jumped into her, and with axes cut through her bottom. at ¢ Col.
Leslle secing this, ordered a party to drive them out of her, some of the
people however having obstinately refused o quit her, the soldiers
were obliged to use force.” Strange langusge this—n gentleman ob-
stinately rofused to guit Ais own gondola! And notwithstanding the
hurry and bustile, the other gondola was not scutiled 'till leave was ex-
pressly given by the owner: Yet for doing it the blood of the inhabit-
ants must be drawn, We did not know 'till now who gave this vielent
order; and are sorry to find it was Col. Leslie, The people suspected

t Rev, Mr. Barnard.
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nob discovered his intention to ferry over his men in the gondolas ; and -
vould not eonceive that the soldiers had any other right to interrupt
their work in cutting the hottqms, than the right of arms, which fre-
yuently regarda neither law nor property, when standing in the way of
their design who wicld them.”’

The following is also extracted from the same paper.

# Col. Leslie’s ridiculous expedition, on the 2Gth ult., cecasioned
such an alarm, that the peoplo of all the neighboring towns. as well aw
those at 30 or 40 miles distanco were nustering, and great numbers ne-
tually on their march for this place ; so that it is thought not less thun
12 or 15,000 men would have been assembled In this town within 24
hours after the alarin, had not the precipitate retreat of the troops from
the drawn-bridse prevented it

From the Massachusetts Spy of Mareh 2, 1775,

Mr. Thomas—Pleasc to give the following rraxsrarionN & place in
your valuable paper, and oblige yours, LXIV.
¢ Ceemar, though celebraied for an heroic mind, wnsliable to be be-
trayed by the villainous toad-caters at his table, into low freaks ; in the
prosecution of which he would sometimes disgrace even his most worth
officers,—for auch undoubtedly was Caius Lessala. This brave, sensi-
ble, polite man, was dispatched from Castellinum 2we hours after sun-set
on the 5th of tho Kalenda of March (answering to our 25th of February,)
with near 300 picked men in a galley under verbal orders to land at
Marmoreum, and procecd to Salemivum while the inhabitants of both
places were engaged in celebrating o solemn Institution. Lessela was
not to open his written instructions till ke reached the causeway, He
conducted the affair with a dispatch and propriety worthy of his char-
acter, expecting to find he bad been sent o surprize onc of Pormpey’s
fortified magazinea. But great indeed was his chegrin when he read
that his errand was only to rob a private enclosure in the North-Fields
of that village. He snddenly returned to Castellioum mentioned some
obatruetion of s Fly-Bridge, and with not a lLittle resentment in his eyes
told Coesar that the ' geese were flown.”” The base courtiers enjoyed the
s, which they had contrived agninst the veteran ; and laid their heads
together for a new schemne to dupe Casar.
' Vi, Cees, Eds. Amerle. Fol. 1775,

Mr. WiLtiax Gaverr's Account.

On Sundey, 26tk Feb’y, 1775, my father came home from church
tather sooner than usual which asttracted my notice, and said to my
mother ¢ the reg’lars are come and are marching as fast as they can
towards the Northfields bridge ;'* and lodking towards her with a very
golemn face remarked ¢ T don't know what will be the consequence but
something very serious, and I wish you to keep the children in.” 1
" luoked out of the window justat this time and saw the troopa pessing
the house. My father then stepped out, and stgod at the foot of the
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yard looking into the street.  While there our minister Mr. Barnard
came along and took my futher hy the arm, and they walked down to-
wards the bridge heside the troops.. My father waa very intimate with

‘Mr. Barpard, but was not a deacon of his church as some aceounts state.
This ia all I saw of the affiir inyeelf; what I was afterwards told, the
;ulli‘oject being very often discussed in my hearing for & long time, i8 us
ollows :

Col. David Mason had received tidings of the approzch of the British
troops and ron into the Norih Church, which was contignous to his
dwelling, during service iv the afternoon, and eried out, at the top of
his voice, * the reg’lars nre coming after the guns and are now near
Malloon’s Mills.”” 5ne David Boyce, o quaker, who lived near the
chareh, was instantly out with his team to assist in carrging the gups
nut of the reach of the troops, and they were conveyed to the neighbor-
hood of what waa then called Buffum’s hill, to the N, W. of the road
leading to Danvers snd near the present cstate of Gen Tevereux. My
father looked in hetween the platoons, as I heard him tell my mo-
ther, to see if he could recognize any of the soldiers who had been sta-
tioned at Fort William on the Neck, muny of whom were known to
him, but he counld discover no familiar faces—wan blackguarded by the
soldiers for hia inquisitiveness, who asked him, with osths, what he was
looking after. The northern lenf of the draw was hoisted when the
troops approached the hridge, which prevented them from going any
Torther. 'Their commander (Col. Leslic) then went up{on West’s, now
Brown’s, wharf, and Capt. John Felt followed kim. He then remark-
ed to Capt. Felt, or in his hearing, that he shonld be obliged to fire up-
on the fpeople on the northern side of the bridge if they did not lower
the leaf. Capt. Felt told him if the troopsdid fire they would be all dead
men, or words to that effect. It wus understood afterwards that if the
troopa fired upon tho people, Capt. Felt intended to grapple with Col.
Leslie and jump intd the iiver, for said he I would willingly be
drowned myself to be the death of one Englishman.” Mr, Wm. Nerthey,
observing the menacing attitude assumed by Capt. Felt, nrow remarked
tohim, ¢ don't you know the danger you are in opposing armed troops,
and an officer with o drawn sword i his hand™ ! The people soon com-
menced scuttling two gondolas which lay on the western side of the
bridge and the troops alao got into them to prevent it. One Joseph
‘Whicher, the {oreman in Col. Sprague's distillery,was ab work seuttling
the Colonel’s gondola, and the soldiers ordered him to desist and threa-
tened to stab him with their bayonets if he did not—wheroupon he
opened his bresst and dared them to strike—they pricked his breast so
as to draw blood. He waa very proud of this wound in after life and
was fond of exhibiting it.

It waa a very cold day, and the soldiers were without any overcoate,
and shivered excessively, and shew sigus of being very cold. Many of
the inhabitants climbedv upon the leaf of the draw and blackguarded the
troops. Amopg them was n jnan, (name oot reeollected,) who eried
out a8 loud as possible, ¢ Soldiers, red jackels, lobster coats, corards,
d—na—n to your govermment!'' The inhabitants rebuked him for it,
and requested nothing should be done to irritate the troops. Colonel
Leslie now spoke to Mr. Barnard, probably observing by his caponi-
cal dress, that he was a clergyman, and said, I will go over this
bridge before I retarn to Boston, if T stay here till next autumn.”—



40

Mr. Barnard replied, he prayed to heaven there might be no collision :
or words of & similar import. Then the Colonel remarked, he should
burst into the storea of William West, and Eben Bickford, and make
barracks of them for his troope until he could obiain a passage; and
torning to Captain Felt. mid, ** By God ! I will not be defeated;’”’ to
which Caplain Felt replied, ** You must acknowledge you have siready
been bafed.”” In the course of the debate between Colovel Leslie and
the inhabitants, the Colonel remarked that he was upon the King's
highway, and would not be prevented passing over the bridge. 0ld Mr.
James Barr, an Englishman, and a man of much nerve, then replied to
him ; ¢ it is nof the King’s highway, it is & road builé by the owners
of the lots on the other side, and o king, country or town has anything
to do with it.”” The Colonel replied, *¢ there may be two words to
that ; > and Mr. Barr rejoined, *s Bgad, I think that will be the best
way for you to conclude the Eing hae nothing to de with it.”’ Then
the Colonel asked Captain Felt if he had any authority to order the
leaf of the drew to be lowered, and Captain Felt replied there wae no
authority in the case, but there might be some influence. Colonel Les-
lie then promised, if they would allow him to pass over the bridge, he
would march but fifty rods, and return immediately, without troubling
or disturbing anything. Captain Felt was at first unwilling to allow
the troops to pase over on any terms, but at leugth coneented, aod
requested to hove the leaf lowered. In this be was poined by Mr. Bar-
nard and Colonel Pickering, and the leaf was lowered down. The
troops then passsd over, and marched the distance agreed upon without
violating their pledge, then wheeled and marched back again, and con-
tinued their march thoogh North street, in the direction of Marblehead.

A nurse, named Sarah Tarrant, in one of the housea near the termi-
nation of their route, in Northtields, placed herself at the open window,
and called out to them :—* (G0 home ard tell your master be has sent
you on a fool’s errand, and broken the peace of our Sabbath ; what,”
said sha, ‘¢ do you think we were born in the woods, to be frightened by
owls?’’ One of the soldiers pointed bie musket at her, and she ex-
¢laimed, * fire if you have the courage,—but I doubt it.”’

The inhabitanta generally, includmg the women, eongregated on
Odell’s Hill, where they could sce all that waa passing at the bridge,and
waved their hsndkerchiefs, and cheered the inhabitants in token of
encouragement, showing that but one wpirit animated the whole mase.

A company of wilitia from Danvers, under Captain Samcel Eppes,
eame into town, and went back of Colonel Sprague’s distillery, and sat
down, 8o a8 to expose their persone as little as possible, watchieg the
movements at the bridge until all was over The account recently pub-
lished of Colomel Pickering’s being on the North side of the bridge
with forty armed militia, Mr. Gavett says **is all poetry,” it has no
foundation whatever. The Colonel was on the south side of the bridge
like any other citizen. In Marblehead a company of militia turned out
to be ready for any emergency. It was tmu ht that one Colonel
Sargent had the principal agency in conveying the information about
the guos to General Gage.

Mr. Gavett fecls confident of all the facts stated in the preceding
aocount, although in somo instances perhaps the exnct phraseology may
be somewhat uncertain,
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Mr. SBaMuEL GrAaY's Accoun!,

Mr. Gray was at the time in his 10th year—was 10 the next June.
Lived with his grandmother in St. Peter street. 'T'he family had all
gone to meeting, except himeelf and grandmother, Was out in the
yard—while there heard & drum and Bfe—went in and told the old lady
of it—she thought he was mistaken—but he was convinced of it and
took his cap and went in the direction of the music—had reached the
N. E. corner of Essex and Washington atreets, when he saw the troops
eoming round the coroer of Schogl, now Washington street, from Mill
ptreet. They marched up to the Town House wod halted a few min-
utes—does not know what took place there—did not notice any thing in
particular. When the troops recommenced their march followed close
to them, was near enough to touch Colonel Leslie most of the time.—
The Colonel was o*fine looking officer, rather stout with agreeable
features; followed them through Lynde street to the North Bridge ;
shduld think the platoons about twelve deep, and when they halted st
the draw of the bridge, they reached from there to Celonel Sprague’s
distillery ; should think there could not have been less than 300 men.
When they came to order they formed a line on the west side of the
street facing to the eastward. Saw that the Colonel was quite discon-
certed to find the draw of the bridge up; uoticed his impassioned
manner, but cannot reccllect any thing he said; don’t know that he
heard any words he uttered. Saw his minister, Mr Baruard, io the
crowd, and saw him epeak with Colonel Leslie ; don’t knmow that he
heard what he said, but was afterwards told, that when Mr Barnard
heard the Colonel eay that he would pass the bridge, that he addressed
him in these words: ¢ I desire you would not fire on those innocent
people;”’ (meaning those collectcd on the north side of the bridge,) ai
this Colonel Leslie turned short round and said to him * Who are you,
girt”  Mr. Barnard replied, ** T am Thomas Barnard, a minister of the
gospel, and my mission is peace.”” Saw three gondolas laying aground ;
saw the pecple jump into them for the purpose of seutthing them ;
recognized Frapk Benson and Jonathan Felt—saw Frank Beneon open
his breast to the soldiers ; did not hear what he said. Did not know
Capt. John Felt at the time, and cannot therefore say anything of m
own knowledge of the part he took ; knew him afterwards—he wasa tall,
muscular, well-made man ; knew Capt. Robert Foster, and recognized
him conspicuous smong the crowd on the norih side of the bridge.
Colonel Teslie bad given some orders, and the soldiers were doing gome-
thing to their muskets ; cannot say whal ; bub being a smnl% boy it
frightened him, and he with two or three others about his age, ran off
and lay down under the fish flakes which covered almost the whole
southern bank of the river frow north bridge to what ie now Conant
street ; did not return; it was a very cold day, and he was almost
frozen, while laying down upon the ground under the flakes; did not
see the. troops leave town.

The affair caused considerable talk at the time; heard & great many
things said ; among them, that Colenel Sargent was seen on the top of
his house, near the first church, waving hisiandkerchief and peinting
in the direction of the north bridge ; he was suspected of having given

6
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the information about the gans ; he wag alarmed and left the town
immediately and never returned. Went the day after the affair to the
north fields, where the canmon had heen deposited, in the barn of Capt.
Foster ; stood upon & cannon he found there ; asked why they did not
carry it away ; was told it was injured—looked round and saw a crack
in the breech ; naked how many guns there had been in all, was told
twelve ; understood they were nch pieces, and came from Nova
Seotia after the late French war; were guos taken from the French
does not know to whom they belonged previous to being fitted up on
this occasion. Heard they were distributed in various directions—some
to Cole’s hole, in what is now called Paradise ; others towards Orne’s
point, &e.; were not all carried to one place, for fear if they were
discovered by the troops they would all be lost. The only arme seen in
the hands of any one at the bridge wae & brace of pistols peeping out
from under the cloak of & person whom he did not know.

With reference to Colonel Pickering and hie forty militia men, the
lnte Mr. SauuEr Horuan stated, in a memorandum written by himeelf :
*¢ There wae no embodyiag of armed men on our side, and, of course,
Colonel Pickering did not perpetrate the shamefully ridiculous
msnceavre of running backwards with his forty men in front of a bat-
talion of regular troops merching in quick time.” Mr Holman wae ab
that time 11 years old.

AnusE Norteey Esg's Account of what he heard his Father relate,

Colonel Leslio came in pursuit of some cannon which were ata
blacksmith’a shop, on the north side of the North Bridge, where they
had been lsft to be repaired, and the iron work put upon the carriages.
Where the cannon came from, or how many, or what became of them
after being carried off out of the way of the troops, Mr. Northey did
not know.

The northern leaf of the draw wae raieed, to stop the troops in their
march, and the people on that side climbed upon  the top of it by the
help of the chaing which held it, snd sat aptride there, as many as
oougd do 8o, Lke hens at roost,

When the alarm was given, men from the south side rushed over and
raised the draw, and with the neighbors, who lived on the other side,
mada the collection there ; most of whom stood on a small wharf which
jutted out from the east side of the bridge. Capt. Robert Foster waa
conepicuous among them.

The Rev. Mr, Barnard tried to persuade the people upon the draw
to let it down, as he in the apirit of = christisn minster waas very
snxious to pravent a collision ; he waa answared, * We don’t know you
in tha business, when Felt orders it *twill be time encugh,”

Mr. Felt during the whole affair kept clese by Colonal Laalie, nar-
rowly watching him in every movement and order. When Leslie
ordered his troops into the gondolas, Felt ordered his men to acuttle
them ; a scufiic ensued in which ome or more of our eitizens wera
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. sligh;ly wounded,—cannot remember the name of any, or that he ever
heard.

After the aecommodation had been arranged, Leslie nsked Felt why
Le stuck 80 near him all the time. Fell answered ¢ Had your men
fired, *twas my purpese to have immediately meized and sprung with
you into the channel.” Capt. Northey who knew Felt afterwards
remarked, ¢ He could havedone so,and drowned him and then swam off.”

The reckless spirits upon the draw blackguarded the soldiers by every
epithet they could think of, and while it aggravated the soldiers fo
repeated threats that they would fire upon them, they atill tantslized
ihem by daring them to doit. The goldiers kad been heated by a quick
march, and during the delay (the day being very cold) they had become
chilly and trembled violently, when one Teague, who was on the
draw, cried out *¢ I should think you were all fiddiers you shake s0.”
"The majority of the people however it is believed desived not to exasper-
a:;e tge troops but to overcome them by & determined and menly resis-

nee.

‘When the alarm was first given, Mr. Benjamin Daland mounted his
horse and rode with a1l speed and alarmed the people of Danvers, where
there was a company of cavnlry who rode in every direction into the
country and spread the alarm far and wide. Daland returned from
Danvers through the North fields in seacon to march off with the troops
and riding up to Col. Leslie, with whom ke was personally scquainted,
he jeered him in these words, “ Well Colonel, I think you have dome
right, for in o short time we shall have more men here than your
goldiers have l—ce in their heads.’ X

Col. Lealie had about 300 men with him. They marched about aa
far as Mason street. UOn thia march 'in Northfields a woman opened
her window andgave them the length of her tohgue. They threatened
to shoot her if she did not desist.

A company of militia commanded by Capt. Samuel Eﬁpes arrived -
from Danvers, and as Col. Leslie’s troops marched off, they were
formed across Foderal street, on the west side of North street, in
doubla rank, and after the regiment had passed they formed in behind
and marched thas to the bounds of the town in South Salem, where
they met a Marbiehead company, when the Danvera company returned.
The Marblehead eompany formed in behind as they had dons and
marched by the music of the English.

CUnpt. Northey says whenever his father spoke of the affair it was
all Felt, Felt, Felt.”” He waa the spirit on whom the crowd depended.
Col. Pickering’s regiment was forming in School street, now Washington
atreet. Did not remember anything about Col. Mason. Cag)t Northey’s
father waa at the bridge,~—never heard him say anything of himself in
connection with the occasion. Mr. Willlam Northey mentioned im
Mr Gavett's account was the brother of his father,

Extract from a Mmusér:'pt Memoir of Col. Davip Mazon, written by
‘ his daughter,

In the summer of 1774, he [Col. Mzson] was one of & committee to
prevent any tea being brought into the town, [of Salem] or heing sold,

1
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aud T remember a large chost being smuggled into the town by a coiored
mun, that was taken from bim and brought to our house and put inmy
wother’s chamber closet for safe keeping over night, and taken away the
next day by the school boys, and burnt in the public square to their
no smail amusement. As a apecimen of the feeling that prevailed
simong the female lovera of Hiberty, my mother waa in feeble health, and
could take but little nourishment exeepting tes, and my. father fearing
she would suffer much in her health if deprived of it, proposed to pro-
cure her the liberty of using it; but she said no! she would ratber
suffer any inconvenience than that it shonld be said, she was enjoying a
privilage her husband was appointed to take from her friends and
neighbors,

Early in the autumn of this vear there was a committee of safety
appointed, by the legislature of Massachusctts, to make private prepar-
ation for the gathering storm that they foresaw was scon to burst upon
their heads ; and he was from this time actively engaged in collecting
military stores for the use of the country ; and in November, 1774, re-
ceived the appointment from thie committee a3 Engineer, with a fized
salary, which I have often heard him say, was the first military ap-
pointwent in the revolutionary war.

After this he purchaged a number of iron cannen of a Col. Derby, of
Salem, as [ find the painting of seventeen carriages for these guns ac-
counted for in his memorandum book. from which I take many of these
noticea and facts. Among othier accoutrements wanted for these guns
were flannel cartridges, which must be sewed very smooth and of course
dove by females. My father fearing to let more info the secrat than
was absolutely neccessary, engaged my mother though in very feeble
health to cut out five thousand of these cartridges, and set my sisters
aad myseelf to make them, and we were often locked up in a chamber
for fear some of our prying mates or neighbora should find out the
nature of our employment : aod uondoubtedly the first instruments for
the defence of onr National liberty were made by my sister wod myeelf.

In preparing carrizges for these guns my father had employed a Capt.
Foster to do the iron work, who had 2 shop on the north side of Dan-
vers river, which skirts the North side of the town of Salem, over which
was a draw hridge. In the progress of the work ho had also employed
on ‘¢ old couniryman® in whom he had great confidence, but who it
proved soon after was not worthy of it. About the last of February,
they had got a number of the carriages done, and the gune mounted,
when thid man came to him on a Saturday afternoon and requested his
pay for his work, stating he had some pressing necessity for the money ;
accordingly he paid himghis due. The man then went directly to Bos-
ton and gave information of what was going on under my father's direc-
tions, to Gov. Gage, who immediately orgered Col. Leslie to embark
with his regiment {rom the Castle, and land at Marblchead, and from
thenee march to Salem and take possession of thess guns, in his Majes-
ty’s name. Accordingly they landed at Marblehead about 12 o’clock
the next day, being Sunday; but for rensons not known he did not get
information till ahout 3 or 4 o’clock in the afternoon, when two of the
selectmen came to him with the intelligence that these troops, 300 in
number, were marching into the town; and it was suppored it was to
take possession of his guns ;—which he no sooner heard than he was
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immedintely upon his horss, and at the place of deposite to secure his
treasura.

The alarm was now given in the fown, the bells were ringing, the
drums beating, and the people in a state of grent agitation. e troops
had met with soms little obstruction b,y the people breaking ap a bridga
sbout balf & mile from the town. Thie however they soon repaired
and marched info the public square with all their martial music, and
colors flying, to the great terror of the women and the children, if to
no others. In the mean time my father was busily engaged in securing
his guns ;—it fortunately happened that near to these shops there was
a piece of thick oak wood which waa covered a considerable depth with
dried leaves, there being no snow on the ground at the time. 'The guns
were buried under these leaves, and the carrisges otherwise supposed to
be secured,

After this was done he rode into the street where the troopa had
halted, and found Col. Leslie conversing with a young tory lawyer, who
pointing with his cane in such a dirsction as he knew muat lead him to
the bridge., Sesing their manceuyres he immediately returned to his
post and with & number of others concerted mesaures to defeat their
enterprize. They were now coming towards the bridge in full glee
while the people in sullen silence stood prepared for them, and the in-
stant Col. Leslie sot his foot on the firat half of the bridge my father
ordered the other balf to be drawn up, presenting him a chasm of forty
feet. it luckily happening to be low water. On finding his progress ar-
rested in such an unexpected manner. the Colonel stamped and swore,
ordering the bridge immediately to be lowered ; but that was all he
could do, as there was no one disposed to obey Lim, but his own troops,
and it was not in their power to doit: He then ordered some soldiers
te getinto several boats that lay in the river, and pass over and let
down the bridge; but as soon as this was perceived to be their design
several young men who were the owners, sprung into them, and with
axes knocked out the bottoma. This oceasioned something of a scufle
and several were slightly wounded ; but the time’not being come for
open hostilities to commence they took no other way to force their pas-
sage over the bridge.

As all now geemed to be at a stand, not knowing what would next
take place, my father mounted a ladder at the top of the draw and ad-
dressed Col. Leslie, with whom he waa personally acquainted, and ad-
vised him to desist, as there were expresses gone out, and in a few hours
there would be & thousand men on the ground, and prebably his men
would all be cut to pieces, should they once fire upon the people. He
replied that he had orders to pass the bridge, and he would do it, if it
cost him the life of every man he had; but if he would order the
bridge to be let down he would give him his werd and honor te go over
and repaes it without molesting any person or property. My father
then consulted with the people, and advised them to let him pass over,
a8 he had full confidence in Col. Leslie’s honor. Accordingly the draw
was let down and they marched over ten or twolve rods and returned in
the same order and back to Marblehead ag rapidly as they could with-
out running. For the failure of this enterprise, Col. Leslie was tried
by & court-marshal and cashiered, but was afierwards restored to his
former rank.”
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In corroboration of the statement made in the foregoing acoount of

the tea smuggled into town by a colored man, I subjoin the following,
published in the Essex Gazette, under date of

Bacew, Oct. 4, 1774,

Whereas a small sask (said to contain Bohea Tea) waa brought from
Bosten yesterday in a wagon under my care ; in order to justify my
conduct in the affair would beg leave to inform the public, thaton
Bunday the 2d inst., 8 negro man, belonging to, or employed by Mrs.
Sheaffe of Boston, came to me and inqguired whether I had a wagon
going to Salem the next day; I anawered, yes; he said his mistress
wanted to send a small cask. I told him the wagon wes loaded, and
could not carry it ; he replied the cask was small and very light, and
that Mrs. Sheaffe would take it kind of me to carry it. To ob%i e that
lody, I consented (not knowing the contents) to bring it; 1 have
likewise the greatest renson to believe that the servants who drove the
carnl;iage committed to my care were ignorant of the contents of -the
cask.

And furthermore, I most solemnly declare I never saw the above
mentioned cask until it was hrought into School street, in this town,
to be committed to the flames.

(Signed) Bexnjamiy Jacruan, and sworn before
Perer Frye, Jus. Peace.

Ertracts from an Account dictated by Mrs. Brory, the mother of the late
Judge Siory.

In the year 1774 some of the most influential men in the colonies
received iuformation that Gov. Gage had received orders and wus
determined to dianrm the colonists by seizing their arms and amunition,
Many persons who were friendly to Great Britain, were determined
to resiat all acte of usurpation and tyranny on the part of the crown.
They did not believe the Governor would attempt to enforce this order,
but were very watchful and jealous of every movement made by him.

Some fories in Salem gave Gov. Gage notice thet there were some
eannon aud military stores in a certain place in Salem which they
pointed out and described. On the 26th Egbruary, 1776, the Governor
ordered from Castle William, Lient. Col. Leslie with the 64th regiment
in a tranaport, to land at Marblehead, and from thence to march to
Balem and seize the cannon and munitions of war. His orders wers
peremptory—he landed his troops upon Marblehead neck in a very quiet
manner, expecting not to be discovered, or his movements suspected in
such an obscure spot; but he little knew the jealous watchfulness of
the Americans ; by the time their feet touched the land a man went
into the town of Marblehead who saw them land, and the alarn was
immediately given by a dozen men running to the door of the new
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meeting house nnd benting the alarm signal agreed upon, and crying
out, To arms—to arms!”’ A person, on the watch, saw the soldiers
come out of the neck lane [in] single file, [form] upon Bubier’s plain,
and then march to Salem, playing ‘“Yankee dvodle.’”” Mrs. Story also
states that after the draw was lowered, Col. Leslie and his men pagsed
over and ndvanced upon the road the number of paces agreed upon,
wheeled about, the music playing the old fashioned tune of ““zhc worki’s
mr;aedkﬂsidc doun,’” and marched to Marblehead neck, whence they
embarked.

From the Esset Gazelie of Feb'y 28, 1775,

. Aa it is reported about this town, much to my injury, that I gave
information of certain pieces of artillery, which was the occasion of a

giment’s marching to this place yesterday;—I take this public
msthod of acquainting the good people, that the character of an
Informer, is of all characters the most odious to me, that 1 was in no
way instrumental in bringing troops hither, and ehall be ready fo
#atisfy any one, who will call upon me, of my innocence.

Barxw, Feb. 27, 1775, AnprEw DarcLEISH.

This man was one of the signers of the tory Address to Gov. Gage on
his arrival in Salem, in June, 1774, and kept an English goode atore in
¢ King street,” afterwarda ¢ Old Paved street,’”” and was burnt out at
the great fire of October 6th, 1774, when the Rev. Dr. Whitaker’s
meeting bouse, situate ncar Baleh’s corner, eight dwelling houses, the
Custom House, and fourteen buildings occupied as stores, shops and
barns, besides sheds and other smsll outhouses, were wholly destroyed.

| Essex Gazette, Oct. 11, 1774.

FERRATA.,

Page 1—for February 28 read Febroary 26.
¢ 8—14 lines from the bottom, for secretely read secretly.
#1112 ¢« i top, for county read country.
« 37—15 ¢« o hottom, for were read was.
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